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Note from the editor… 
 

I cannot quite believe that it is already December. For me, my thoughts now 
turn to thinking and preparing for the start of our Parish News for 2020! 
With that in mind I need to highlight the earlier deadline for January 
submissions. Due to personal Christmas commitments and also printing 
deadlines, any items for the January edition must be with me by Dec 9th 
please.  

  
This December edition sees the end of some of our regular features, such as 
‘The Countryside Code’, and ‘Amazing Studland’. I would like to thank those 
of you who gave inspiration and support for these features and I hope that 
everyone enjoyed them throughout the year.  
 

There is still a little bit of time for you to get any ideas for 2020 to me, 
though I am happy to tell you that we do already have some exciting and 
interesting features planned for next year. 
 

  
In our December issue you will find there is lots to learn about, to inspire and 
to get involved with. This season is a busy time for all but I hope you are able 
to find time to still rejoice in our community spirit.  

  
I wish everyone peace and love this Christmas. 
 
 

Sharon Westman, Editor 

Gratefulness 
“Small grateful acts every day can uplift 

us, make a difference for others, and 
help change the world.” 

 

Blessing of the month 
You bless us with constellations – 

Orion, the Pleiades, the Big Dipper, 
images that a hundred generations of 
our ancestors have seen in the night 

sky and that, as children, we learned to 
name, although stars in each one have 

no more in common than any 
haphazard combination of stars. May 

they teach us courage to trust in 
images that have power to create 

order out of chaos, courage to use the 
magic power. 

 

January submission deadline: 
 

DECEMBER 9th   
 

sharonywestman@gmail.com  
 01929 450358 

 

Late contributions cannot be 
guaranteed.  

 

Letters to the Editor are 
welcomed, please keep to a 

maximum of 150 words. 

To advertise please contact the 
Parish Secretary, Karon Quirey: 

swanage.team@btconnect.com  
01929 421117 

 

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com
mailto:swanage.team@btconnect.com


3 

Swanage and Studland Team Ministry 
 
 

 

Team Rector  The Very Revd John Mann 
   The Rectory, 12 Church Hill, Swanage, BH19 1HU 
   Tel.  01929 422916  

Email: john.o.mann@btinternet.com  
 
Team Office  Tel. 01929 421117  

Email: swanage.team@btconnect.com 
 

 
St Nicholas Church, Studland 

 
 

Resident Priest  Rev’d Tony Higgins 
The Old School House, School Lane, Studland BH19 3AJ   
Tel. 01929 450691    
Email: revtonyhiggins@btinternet.com 

 
Church Wardens Barbara Matthews 

Old Harry, The Glebe, Studland BH19 3AS 
Tel. 01929 450218    
Email: barmat18@btinternet.com  

 
Mr Eric Stobart 
Knapwynd, School Lane, Studland BH19 3AJ 
Tel: 01929 450222  
Email: eric@thestobarts.co.uk  

 
Hon. Treasurer  Mr Andrew Goodwin 

St Nicholas Church Hall, Church Road, Studland,   
BH19 3AT  
Email: bayviewgardens@btinternet.com 

 
Hon. Secretary  Mrs Carol Wadley 
   34 Jubilee Road, Swanage, BH19 2SF 
   01929 424388 
   caroljwadley@icloud.com  
  

mailto:john.o.mann@btinternet.com
mailto:swanage.team@btconnect.com
mailto:revtonyhiggins@btinternet.com
file:///F:/2019/December/barmat18@btinternet.com
mailto:eric@thestobarts.co.uk
file:///F:/2019/December/bayviewgardens@btinternet.com
mailto:caroljwadley@icloud.com
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The Team Rev’d Writes… 
This month I thought I would take the opportunity 
to share with you what Christmas might look like in 
another part of the world. As we are slowly 
preparing ourselves for the festivities, allow me to 
transport you to a Christmas in Alsace.  
 

We typically begin the season of Advent with St 
Nicholas celebrations. Schools and towns put on a 
carnival with children 
dressing up, and a 

procession with St Nicholas distributing sweets, asking 
children if they have been well behaved. Le Père 
Fouettard (or Hans Trapp), a rather scary looking monk, 
usually accompanies St Nicholas, and is rumoured to be 
distributing coal to the naughty children. Although you 
will be glad to know this isn’t taken very seriously, and no 
child is left traumatised by the experience. There is also 
occasionally the appearance of the Christkindel, an angel-
like character wearing a crown of candles, usually played 
by a child, introduced at the time of the Reformation to bring gifts and replace 
the Roman Catholic figure of St Nicholas.  
 

In my local church, we usually spent each Advent Sunday visiting someone’s 
house, and had a party lighting a new Advent Candle on 
the Advent Wreath. We sang traditional Advent hymns, 
of which only a rare few have made their way to the U.K. 
We would also enjoy eating Advent mannele, human 
shaped brioche, given to children to wait until Christmas. 
Very similar to the gingerbread people found in this 
country. In my family, we would add an extra chocolate 
button for each Advent Sunday. In other words, the more 
chocolate, the closer we are to Christmas. 
 

Food is a very important element of the Alsace way of 
life, and so we would spend much of Advent making 
delicious Bredele (petits gâteaux de Noël), or 
Kugelhopf. We also made some more hearty 
traditional meals such as Choucroute (SauerKraut), 
which in fact contains far more meat than cabbage; 
and Baeckeoffe, a trio of meat baked in white wine in 
a special dish sealed with bread dough. Cooking and 
baking are quite an art in this part of the world.  
 

If all of this wasn’t enough, every year, Strasbourg and almost every town in 
Alsace, put up the most beautiful Christmas Markets, where you can drink some 
Vin Chaud, eat Flammekueche (more food!) and find all manner of regional 
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crafts. The Strasbourg Market had its name changed to Christkindelsmärik at the 
Reformation to reflect the strong Protestant presence in the town. 
 

You may have heard this before, but the rumours are 
true, the big family Christmas celebration happens on 
the 24th on Christmas Eve. Whichever the 
denomination, families gather for a dinner either 
before or after Church, and exchange presents. It’s the 
time of the year when we eat Foie Gras and snails, and 
drink Crémant d’Alsace (the local version of Prosecco). 
The choice of meal varies hugely with every family, but 
the one dish that is almost certain to be found around 
France, is the traditional dessert, La Bûche de Noël (or 
yule log cake). An airy and light chocolate sponge, with 
whipped cream and sometimes ice cream. No Christmas would be complete 
without it. 
 

Finally, whatever the traditions in your own families, whomever or wherever you 
are going to be spending Christmas, I wish you happy festivities, and hopefully a 
lot of warm and delicious food.  

Team Rev'd (Solveig Sonet) 

 
 

Rectory Ramblings 
Planning for the future is not something that comes naturally to some people, 
and there is good Biblical precedent for living for today, but the Church also 
needs to hold vision for what it may become, and that requires both the 
articulation of its aims and the planning for its action. All of this is underpinned 
with prayerful discussion and sharing of views and ideas. I am conscious that the 
people that are confident and articulate and always prominent in speaking out 
and voicing concerns as well as driving forward projects are very important in 
this process, but are not the only views to be listened to. I am reminded of 
Thomas Hardy’s favourite Biblical text arising from Elijah on Mount Horeb and 
God’s presence in the “still small voice”.   
 

The team of Swanage and Studland Churches is engaged in a listening and 
visioning process at the moment as we build upon a meeting of the two PCCs on 
23rd October, facilitated by Ven. Martin Webster, retired archdeacon and 
experienced in this kind of drawing out of the vision of all the people of God.  
Another evening is planned for January/February, on a day yet to be chosen, that 
will take us from the consideration of words and phrases related to each of our 
four churches to a statement that encompasses us all. The prize is in the process 
as much as in the result, and in what we choose to distinguish each church as 
much as what is uniform. I believe that everyone present contributed and 
received over the course of the two hours we were together. We look forward to 
the next session with high hopes and considerable interest. 

           John Mann 
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Rota for December 2019 for St. Nicholas Church 
 

Please arrange a replacement if you cannot be present. 
 

December Service Sides Person Readings and Readers 
Sunday 1st 

8.00am 
Holy 

Communion 
BCP 
JM 

 
Virginia Stobart 

Angela Myerscough 
Isaiah 2.1-5 

Clergy 
Matthew 24.36-44 

Advent 
Sunday 

10.00am 

Family 
Communion 

AH 

 
John Sanders 

 
 

Lesley Cocks 
Isaiah 2.1-5 

Clergy 
Matthew 24.36-44 

Sunday 8th 
2nd Sunday 
of Advent 
10.00am 

Holy 
Communion 

CW 
JS 

 
Doris Royal 

Lesley Cocks 
Isaiah 11.1-10 

Clergy 
Matthew 3.1-12 

Sunday 15th 
3rd Sunday 
of Advent 
10.00am 

Holy 
Communion 

CW 
AH 

 
Sally Hogsflesh 

David Hogsflesh 
Isaiah 35.1-10 

Clergy 
Matthew 11.2-11 

3.00pm Christingle 
AH 

Felicity Higgins 
 

To be advised separately 

Tuesday 
17th 

6.30pm 

Carols by 
Candlelight 

Keith Tillyard To be advised separately 

Sunday 
22nd 

3rd Sunday 
of Advent 
10.00am 

Holy 
Communion 

CW 
JM 

 
Carol Wadley 

Janet Watts 
Isaiah 7.10-16 

Clergy 
Matthew 1.18-end 

Christmas 
Eve 

11.30 pm 

Midnight 
Mass 
AH 

 

 
Keith Tillyard 

Keith Tillyard 
Isaiah 9.2-7 & Titus2. 11-14 

Clergy 
Luke 2.1-14 

Christmas 
Day 

10.00am 

Christmas 
Family 

Communion 
JM & AH 

 
Robin Hilton 

Joy Fildes 
Isaiah 62.6-end & Titus 3.4-7 

Clergy 
Luke 2. 8-20 

Sunday 29th 
 

10.00am 

Holy 
Communion 

CW 
AH 

 
Jane Hawksworth 

Audrey Farrell 
Isaiah 63.7-9 

Clergy 
Matthew 2.13-end 

 

Clergy; JM Very Rev John Mann; AH Rev Tony Higgins; JS Rev John Staples 
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St Nicholas Parish News 
 

The 23rd October 2019. An 
unassuming date with little 
significance would reasonably 
be most peoples reaction. 
However, in the evening of that 
date Swanage and Studland 
PCC’s along with church 
committees from All Saints and 
St Mark’s came together to 
start the process of forming a 
“Vision” for the future. You 

could be excused at this point for dismissing what is to follow as “yet more navel 
gazing”. It is only right that I say at this point I am speaking for those who were 
present from St Nicholas. To say there was energy in the room is almost an 
understatement. There is a tendancy for such meetings to start with good 
intention and gently fizzle out. In this case I hope and believe this will not be the 
case. We must begin such a process with realistic, but more importantly 
optomistic aims. St Nicholas is already blessed with talented and enthusiastic 
people. There is a strong community reaching out to the wider community. The 
notice above is evidence that finding ways to reach out to people, who might 
feel the church is irrelevant is very much on our minds. Where do we begin? The 
great festival of Christmas seems a good place to start. Traditions are a part of 
our lives they are reasons to celebrate. We all love to celebrate. Christingle 
services have not taken place at St Nicholas for some time. This year that will 
change. There is something wonderful that occurs when children, candles, sweet 
things singing and story telling come together. There is a warm glow inside, a 
sense of wonder and innocence that “just happens”. To try to explain does no 
justice to the experience, the invitation is there please accept it and come along. 
This is the thinking behind doing something “that is church”, it is celebration, 
hope, love and belonging. It is a good feeling and we want to share it. 

One person came up with a simple vision statement which answers the question, 
what is the church here for? The answer and our statement is simple, “To 
nourish the soul”. How we embark on the whole process will unwrap as we pray 
about it as a church and give time and space to listen and allow our own souls to 
be nourished. 
December can be frantic and we lose sight of what it is all about. I hope the 
following programme as we approach Christmas can form at least part of your 
approach. 
 

Advent Sunday 1st December, the beginning of a short season of penetance. Give 
time to look at what brings disharmony, anger, resentment, disapointment in 
you life. Identify these things and try to set them aside. Share these things with 
someone you trust, bring them to God in prayer. Try to be calm, let the 
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troublsome things go. Sunday 8th December come along to the Village Chrismas 
lunch, enjoy each others company, laugh and rejoice that you have friends may 
be make new friends. Monday 9th December, the lighting of the Village Christmas 
Tree. Sing familiar carols, bring presents of Christmas fayre and food (As 
recommended) thinking of those less fortunate, lonely or simply having fallen on 
hard times. Sunday 15th 3.00 at St Nicholas Christingle, just come along and 
nourish your soul. Tuesday 17th 6.30pm The Christmas Carol service. Hear the 
story of Christmas, sing and be sung to. Soak up the atmosphere and tradition, 
enjoy food and frienship after. Sunday 22nd December, take time out from the 
inevitable buisiness approching Christmas. Come along to St Nicholas and see 
what a friendly place it is. Tuesday 24th December , Christmas Eve, 11.30pm 
Midnight Service. Place  all the preperation, the thoughts and hopes that have 
developed, the dissapointments and encouragements thoughout Advent and the 
approach to Christmas into God’s hands. Finally on Christmas day bring the 
children to the family service to celebrate the mystry and wonder of Christmas in 
the realisation that God’s priority is love for us all, something we may 
understand through our children and grand-children our friends and 
companions. 
 

I wish you a joy, love and faith for nourisment of your Soul. 
 

Rev Tony Higgins (Resident Priest) 
 

 
Experience the Joy of Advent 

‘Fear not: for behold I bring good tidings of great joy, to all people.’  Luke 2:10 
 

Here are several simple tips to help you experience and share the joy of Advent! 
 

*Connect with your inner child: Think back to the time when you were a child, of 
the simple things that made you happy at Christmas. Focus only on the good and 
feel the joy of Christmas come flooding back! 
*Keep it simple: This year, go for gifts and cards that share the meaning of the 
season, shop early and stay within your budget. 
*Be people focused: Remember Mary and Martha – keep meals simple and allow 
yourself time and space to focus on enjoying the company of your guests. 
*Make Room for faith: Take some time at the beginning of each day to read, 
meditate or pray. Focus on giving thanks for what you have.   
*Me Time: It’s important to prosper in body, soul and spirit, so try to eat healthy, 
don’t overindulge, take time for walks and enjoy the simple things in life!  
*Decide to be thankful this season. Wear a smile, act and talk positively, do small 
things with great love, lookout for opportunities to do good to people. Give to 
the homeless, visit the sick, or take gifts to lonely neighbours.  
 

If people ask you about your joy, don’t be afraid to share your faith. Simply 
explain to them that ‘Faith lives in my heart, and it can live in yours too.’ 
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National Trust 
This winter, contractors working on behalf of the National Trust 
will be carrying out drainage works to improve access along a 
popular right of way on the western part of Corfe Common. 
Currently the section of the bridleway at the picturesque Copper 

Bridge, linking the Church Knowle road with the A351 south of Corfe Castle, 
becomes impassable after periods of heavy rain during late Autumn through to 
the Spring.  
This is due to a combination of the underlying clay, which causes the ground to 
become waterlogged, and the passage of people and grazing animals leading to 
erosion of the slope. The work, which has been consented by Natural England, 
will involve a pipe being laid within a trench in the ground then covered with 
stone aggregate. This will help the bridleway to drain and therefore dry out more 
quickly, but also provide a firm surface on which to walk.  
If you have any questions about this work please contact us by contacting the 
Purbeck Estate office: 
Tel: 01929 450002 or emailing purbeck@nationaltrust.org.uk  
  

An allotment plot has become available at Castle Lease, West Street in Corfe 
Castle at £55 a year. 
For more information or to request an application form, please contact Rob 
Jackson on robert.jackson@nationaltrust.org.uk. 
Applications will be open until 12 January 2020. 
 

 
The Middle Beach café and facilities project is currently in the 
process of showing early scheme designs for the new café and car 
park to the Middle Beach working group and the wider community 
via drop-in sessions at the Village Hall on Saturday 23rd and 
Tuesday 26th November. We will collate the feedback from these 

sessions and then Gina Hardy, Project Manager, will be giving a project 
presentation at the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 16th December, 7.30 
pm. Planning submission to Dorset Council will commence early February 2020 
along with inviting expressions of interest for a new café tenant. The anticipated 
opening of the new facilities is planned to be Easter 2021. If you have any 
questions, or would like to receive email updates about the project, please email 
Sarah Coggins (née Spinney), Coastal Change Engagement Officer, on: 
sarahcoggins@nationaltrust.org.uk (my previous email is still active so messages 
won’t be missed!) Alternatively, you can call 01929 452341.  
 
 

Finally, happy Christmas from everyone at Purbeck National Trust!  
 

 

mailto:purbeck@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:robert.jackson@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:sarahcoggins@nationaltrust.org.uk
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WI Meeting November 13th 2019 – President Doris 
Royal welcomed visitors; Tracey, Aggie, Julie S, Julie D, Clare, 
Anne-Marie, Chrissy, Georgina. Apologies noted, minutes signed.  
In our skittles matches we won 3, lost 5. Jill and Barbara have the 

2020 Programme ready to print. The County Quiz winners were Wyke Regis with 
a score of 66 to our 56. 
The Resolutions for 2020 are: To increase the number of stem cell donors, to end 
modern slavery, to use female crash test dummies, time to talk about death and 
dying, protecting our precious Helium. These are for our consideration prior to 
voting. There is a winter workshop at County for Office365 Basic training on Jan 
10th or 20th or Feb 22nd. A4s included an opportunity to be involved in creating a 
shared National Story of the NHS by telling our own and/or community story. 
The Christmas lunch A4 was out for the last time also the A4 for Dick Whittington 
on 3rd Jan. Wimborne Carols on 29th Nov, £3. Tickets have arrived for the 
Antiques lunch at the Crown Blandford on Tues 19th November. Local events 
include the Village Christmas Lunch Sun 8th Dec Tickets £20 from Studland 
Stores, Village Christmas Tree lighting Mon 9th December Please bring food gifts 
for the food bank. Christingle Service 3pm Sun 15th December at St Nicholas in 
aid of the Childrens’ Society. St Nicholas Christmas Carol Service Tues 17th 
December 6.30pm followed by refreshments in the church hall. The Community 
Coffee morning Christmas coffee with the Nightingales on Thurs 19th December 
10.30am. Yvonne Suhr would like to encourage a Tuesday morning coffee at 
Knoll beach followed by a walk. 
Doris gave us a detailed and amusing report on the DFWI Annual meeting at the 
Lighthouse in Poole. On Thurs 17th Oct. Members in general preferred to pay per 
members rather than by WI for pooling fayres. The WI have been campaigning 
on key issues for 100 years. 40 delegates attended the Great Food Debate in 
London. Wyke Regis Choir sang and there were interesting inputs from James 
Cousins a Farmer and three ladies from the Army, Navy and RAF talking on Life in 
the forces. Tom Heap was the main speaker giving a very interesting insight into 
Nature Recovery, a good scheme to be involved with. Reducing plastics is still 
vital but protecting some animals can affect others. He was an informative 
speaker and a generally full and enjoyable day was experienced by members. 
Doris introduced our speaker, Eric Watson, who delivered an interesting and 
challenging pictorial quiz to test our knowledge of our local environment. We 
played in teams which led to light hearted discussions. No one had all the 
answers right!! Eric kindly gave us a full explanation of the answers and 
answered our own questions. Doris delivered the vote of thanks. 
Raffle Prizes winners were: Ginnie Janes, Janet Taylor, Joy Woolley, Clare 
Harwood. The competition for a Wessex postcard was won by Sue White. 
Our next meeting will be Wed 11th December when Caroline Lampey will present 
a Funky Christmas Flower Demo. The competition is for a scented candle. 

 

Felicity Higgins 
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‘Tis the season to be merry’ and we’ve lots going on to get you into the festive 
spirit at The Old Harry Bar! 

Join us for a festive drink or delicious stone-baked pizza. Non-members, families 
and dogs are all welcome! 

 

Events this month include: 
Sunday 8th December – It’s Christmas Lunch in the Village Hall. So, the bar will 

open at midday. 
 

Saturday 14th December – get festive with Turkey Darts! Mixed pairs, fun and 
friendly, Christmas raffle and you could win a turkey! 

 

Thursday 19th – celebrate at Stephen Yeoman’s birthday party with live music 
from Femme O Lution 

 

Saturday 28th December – is Big Fat Quiz of the Year Night! See boards for 
details 

 

And see in 2020 in style at our NEW YEAR’S EVE bash 
with fantastic live music from Retro Groove Mob. Doors open 7pm. Admission is 

£10 nonmembers / £5 members to include a glass of fizz! 
 

And if you haven’t tried it yet, come along to OHB Wednesday film night – check 
out our website for details of films and timings. 

 

Don’t forget our regular listings: 
Every Friday – Roasting Joint Raffle at 9pm 

Every Saturday at 9pm - Members Accumulator Draw 
(be there with your membership card for a chance to win!) 

 

Regular opening times are: 
5pm till 11.30 on Fridays, 7pm to 11.30 on Mon, Thurs and Sat 

 

Christmas opening times are: 
Monday 23rd 7pm to 11.30 

Christmas Eve -7pm to 11.30 
 

Christmas Day open 12-3 pm 
Boxing Day closed 

Friday 27th / Saturday 28th 7pm to 11.30 
Monday 30th closed 

NYE – open from 7pm 
 

www.oldharrybar.co.uk 
TripAdvisor - rated "excellent" by 30 travellers! 
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Studland History Group 
The Christmas lunch is being held on the 11th 
December at the Village Inn. The first meeting in 
the New Year will be on 15th January when the 
speaker will be Helen Baggott with “Posted in the 
Past”. 
 

We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Peaceful New Year. 
We would be very happy to welcome you to our meetings. Visitors £3.50 per 
meeting or annual membership £17, due in April, which covers all meetings and 
tea/coffee and biscuits. 

Joyce Meates. Secretary. 01929 439245 

 
Isle of Purbeck Golf Club 

 

 
 
 

December 14th 7:00 PM: Jingle & Mingle Dinner & Disco - £25 two 
course dinner and disco or £30 three-course dinner and disco 

December 13th 6-9PM: ‘Harmony Rocks’ Christmas Carol Evening 
with Festive Treats 

 

Christmas lunches and Friday and Saturday night dinners from  
December 1st – 23rd, (some evenings blocked for parties) 

 

New Year’s Eve Party, December 31st at 7:00, Three course dinner and disco, 
glass of bubbly and a few surprises 

 

For information or to book, email kathy.tatar@purbeckgolf.co.uk  
or call 01929 450361 option 3 

 

 
Studland Parish Council meeting notes 
 

Studland Parish Council (SPC) met on November 
18th. All Councillors were present although Matt 
Etherington had to arrive late due to other 
commitments; Nick Boulter chaired the meeting in 
his absence.  
 

Emma Wright from the National Trust (NT) reported that the village pond had 
been cleared; SPC expressed our thanks for this. The NT are looking to buy 10 
Exmoor ponies to increase their grazing herd. 61 volunteers took part in a recent 
deer census; they recorded 363 Sika deer and 26 Roe. Plans for Middle Beach 
café will be exhibited on Saturday 23rd and Tuesday 26th November in Studland 
Village Hall. 
 

Councillor Cherry Brooks introduced the Dorset Council’s Plan for 2020 – 2024. 
She said the aim of the new Council was to improve the quality and consistency 
of services whilst delivering cost savings: £5.2m would be saved immediately by 

mailto:iop@purbeckgolf.co.uk
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headcount reductions, and the Council is targeting £31.5m of savings by 2021 
from property disposals. Dorset Council is in the process of consulting Town and 
Parish Councils on their new priorities; these are for: 
 

 Economic Growth 
 Unique Environment 
 Suitable Housing 
 Strong, Healthy Communities 
 Staying Safe and Well 

 

SPC will discuss our response to these proposals at our next meeting on 
December 16th. 
 

No new planning applications had been received this month. 
 

In response for our requests for improved traffic safety in Studland, 
representatives of Dorset Highways will be visiting Studland on December 4th. 
We will be deciding on this matter at our next Operations Committee meeting 
on Monday December 2nd. We will provide an update on our meeting with 
Dorset Highways in the next Parish News. 
 

Reports were received from the various SPC Committees and Working Groups. It 
was noted that the NT will be making a presentation at the next SPC on 
December 16th about their latest plans for Middle Beach and the café. We also 
noted that the ferry was at last back in operation. 
 

In the Financial Reports, the Clerk presented an up-to-date spreadsheet showing 
expenditures so far this year against our various budget headings. SPC will be 
holding a Finance Committee meeting early in the New Year to review all our 
expenditures, and our plans for the Precept for 2020/21. 
 

A series of resolutions were discussed and carried; we agreed to: 
 

 Purchase a Christmas Tree for the Green 
 Request that Dorset Council place a tree preservation order on all the 

trees on the eastern side of Ferry Road close to the Knoll House Hotel 
 Adopt a draft Training and Development Policy for Councillors and the 

Clerk; this will be considered in more detail by a future Governance 
Committee meeting 

 Enter into an annual maintenance inspection contract for the skate park 
ramps 
 

The meeting finished at 20.50. As mentioned above, the next SPC will be on 
December 16th. Residents are welcome to attend. 
 
 

Nick Boulter, Vice Chairman 
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Countryside Code: Respect – Protect – Enjoy 
Advice for Land Managers - Possible threats to visitor’s safety 

People come to the countryside to enjoy themselves. They have 
the first line of responsibility to keep themselves and their 
children safe while there, but you need to ensure that your 
activities do not knowingly put them at risk.   

* Consider possible man-made and natural hazards on your land and draw any 
‘hidden’ risks to the public’s attention 
* Try to avoid using electric fencing or barbed wire where people may 
accidentally touch it, particularly alongside narrow paths and bridleways. 
* If electric fencing is used, ensure warning signs are visible. 
* Use and store any chemicals or poisonous substances responsibly on your land. 
Hey may kill wildlife or cause harm to people or pets. Any pest control you 
undertake must be planned with the risk in mind. 
* Animals likely to attack visitors should not be allowed to roam freely where the 
public has access – you may be liable for any resulting harm 
* Your duty of care under the Occupiers Liability Acts of 1957 and 1984 depends 
on the type of access right people have – so it’s important to know what rights, if 
any, apply to your land. By voluntarily dedicating land for permanent public 
access you may be able to reduce this liability.

 
Brain Power - What number comes next in this sequence:  

917452, 97452, 9745, 975 =? 
Ans on P27 

 
Amazing Studland  

 

For the last in our ‘Amazing Studland’ features, we reflect on our amazing little 
church, dating from the beginnings of 
Christianity in Dorset. Well named, for St 
Nicholas is the patron saint of fishermen 
and the sea.  
 

‘101 Churches in Dorset’ commented 
“This lovely Norman Church is one of the 
oldest and best preserved of its kind in 
the country, housing remarkable artistic 
treasures and curiosities,”  
But it is not a museum, it is a living 
church, and it is at the centre of our community in Studland, delivering its 
mission statement of ‘Welcome’ on a daily basis.   

There are regular weekly services, but on top of those the church always does its 
best to go that extra mile to welcome people from different backgrounds, 
abilities and beliefs. Throughout the year many different events and services are 
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held to encompass as many of the community as possible, both near and far. 
Many of us will have had the privileged to attend some of these:   
Pimm’s and Hymns – A less formal form of worship with much loved traditions 
Celebration of Rural Life – taking the service out into the village itself 
Flower Festival – Astonishing sights for the eyes  
Harvest– An important point in the year for rural communities like ours 
Wine and Worship – A mix of traditional worship and fellowship 
Remembrance – Always important to let us never forget  
These are just a selection of happenings that we have been able to embrace in 
2019. 

Christingle 
This December sees the return of a service I fondly recall from my own 
childhood. This is a service that reaches out to the young families with small 
children. Though anyone and everyone is welcome to attend.   
No one knows for certain when the word ‘Christingle’ was first used with regard 
to the custom or where the word ‘Christingle’ comes from. Some people say it’s 
from the old Saxon word ‘ingle’ (fire), meaning ‘Christ-fire or light’. Another 
theory is that it derives from the German ‘engel’ (angel), meaning ‘Christ-angel’.  
 

In any event, the symbolism of Christingle gradually developed, until today we 
use an orange to represent the world, a lighted candle to represent Jesus the 
Light of the World, fruit and sweets on four cocktail sticks represent the seasons 
and God’s creations and the red ribbon is a reminder that Jesus died for us.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As well as the church being amazing, I think it is vital to say that what also makes 
it so amazing are the people involved. The clergy, the choir, the flower arrangers 
and grounds keepers, the parishioners, the community and the numerous 
visitors. By continuing to working together I am sure St Nicholas in Studland will 
amaze generations to come.  
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How Father Christmas got where he is today 
One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season 
is Father Christmas. These days he seems to frequent 
shopping malls and garden centres. If he looks tired, just 
remember that he has been around a long time and gone 
through a lot of transformations.    
Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-
bearded star of the retail trade that he is today. He began 
life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in Patara, an 
important port on the southern coast of what is now 
Turkey. When his parents died and left him a fortune, 
Nicholas gave it away to the poor. He became a bishop of 
the nearby city of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered 

persecution and imprisonment at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. 
Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of 
Nicaea, which formulated the Creed which we still say today. He even, 
reportedly, slapped another bishop in a squabble over the nature of the Trinity. 
Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and 
kindness were just beginning. One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he 
rescued from certain prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries. When 
the father confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God.   
In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in 
Victorian times as a jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile, Dutch and 
German settlers had taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt 
Nicklas.    
It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real 
stardom. The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal 
minister, turned from his life-work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write 
a fun poem for his children one Christmas. His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now 
universally known by its first line: ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’. 
From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked 
and white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack 
of toys on his back. It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas 
enters houses down chimneys and fills children’s stockings with toys and sweets. 
So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red? That was the US Coca-
Cola advertising campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest, up-to-date 
pictures of Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large 
belt.    
These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t have to 
pay for petrol. In order to get around all the children in the world on Christmas 
Eve, he will have to travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1279 miles a 
second, 6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us who are already 
exhausted just rushing around getting ready for Christmas, that is a sobering 
thought. 
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Lighting of the Village Christmas tree  
5.30pm on December 9th. 
We will be collecting festive treat items for the food bank Christmas 
hampers. Welcomed items include: sparkling apple and grape drinks, 
long life fruit juices or non-alcoholic cordials, mixed crackers for 
cheese, biscuit selection boxes, family size chocolate assortment, 

large tins of salmon and ham, Christmas and alternative puddings, ready custard, 
long life squirty cream, mince pies (sixes), chocolate yule logs, savoury nibbles, 
chocolate coins, children's sweets/chocs.  
items must have 'use by' dates to at least January 2020. 
It has been kindly requested, no toys please. 

 

 

Freecycle - Freecycling is the act of giving away usable unwanted items to 
others instead of disposing of them in landfills.  
If you have anything you wish to be included please contact the editor. 
 

 
 

Studland Carpet Bowls - A note to members & friends, there will be no bowls 
on Dec 20th, Dec 27th, Jan 3rd. The Christmas bowls party celebrations will be on 
Jan 10th at 7pm with a ‘bring and share’ supper 
 
 

A Big Thank You to All Involved! 
 

The Sunshine Day Care Centre Quiz Night –  
Studland Village Hall - 16th November 

 

We raised the magnificent sum of £2,234. All will go directly to benefit the 
children of the Sunshine Day Care Centre, in Kanji, Southern India, which 
provides a warm and caring environment for children with physical and 

learning disabilities. The charity is entirely run by volunteers. The money we 
raised is enough to run the centre for 6 months. 

 

Particular thanks to the quizmaster, and all those who helped by providing 
and cooking food and working so hard on the night. Raffle prizes were given 
by Bournemouth - Swanage Motor Road and Ferry Company, Chococo, The 

Knoll House Hotel, the Rex Cinema, and several individuals.  
Studland Stores kindly sold the tickets. 

 

Last, and most important: Thank you to the near 100 people who bought 
tickets, turned out on a cold night and made the whole evening such a 

memorable and enjoyable success. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landfill
https://myeltrambles.com/2015/11/28/december-holiday-season-calendar/
https://myeltrambles.com/2015/11/28/december-holiday-season-calendar/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS TIME … 
Saturday 14 December 2019 at St Mary's Church, Swanage at 7.30pm. What a 
better way to enjoy this festive season than with the Belvedere Singers at their 
annual Christmas concert? The retiring collection will be in support of the 
Swanage Disabled Club, who provide activities and outings for the less able 
people of our town. 
This year our special guest organist is David Warwick. We are also pleased to 
welcome talented young local musicians Miro Vosper (soprano) and Reuben 
Bennett (pianist). 
Our repertoire covers all aspects of the Christmas celebration with traditional 
carols and music, including The Lamb by Taverner, There is no Rose, an 
arrangement by our Musical Director Clive Watkiss, and carols by Rutter. We are 
also singing light-hearted festive pieces and ever popular carols. 
Tickets £10 from Albury & Hall, Choir members or on the door. 

 
 

 



19 

Local Advertisements 

 

Fencing & Landscaping 

Services 
 

Fencing, Landscaping, Driveways & Tree Surgery 

Fully qualified and insured. Experienced, friendly, local service 

Free quotations 

Call Ian Sizer - 01929 481429 / 07779 602951 

I.S Landscaping and Tree Services Ltd. 
 

To advertise in the Studland 
Parish News 

 
Please contact the Parish 
Secretary, Karon Quirey 

 

Email: 
Swanage.team@btconnect.com  

 

Telephone:  
01929 421117 

Purbeck Business & Community 
Group (PBCG) 

 

Provides support, advice and 
knowledge to local businesses. 
Next meeting is December 4th   

7-9PM The Pines Hotel, Swanage. 
 

For full details and conditions 
email 

sharonywestman@gmail.com  
 

mailto:Swanage.team@btconnect.com
mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com
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JT Tree & Hedge Work 
 Tree felling 
 Pruning/reductions 
 Crown lifting & thinning 
 Dead wooding 
 Hedge cutting & 

maintenance 
Fully qualified & insured 
Contact James Tillyard 

T: 01929 450 012 
M: 07950 763 694 

E-mail: 
jt@treeandhedgework.com 

 

J B, C & R HARWOOD 
Trading as L G STOCKLEY 

 
SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 

 
The Coal Depot – Station Road 

Corfe Castle, BH20 5EJ 
 

Tel No:  01929 450246 or 
01202 747892 

www.cgardnerandson.co.uk 

 

 The Property Professionals 

for the Isle of Purbeck 
 

 

 
 
 

41 Station Road, Swanage 

Tel: (01929) 422284    

www.corbens.co.uk 
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© 
 

Studland Chair-based  
Exercise 

 
Gentle but evidence-based, effective 

exercises performed to music sitting or 
standing by the chair. 

 

 
 

DAISY CHAIN FITNESS 01929 558139 
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W F SNOOK AND SON LTD 
 

 
Installers of 

 
 

PVC-U AND ALUMINIUM 
 

WINDOWS – DOORS – PATIO DOORS 
BIFOLDING DOORS 

 
CONSERVATORIES – GARAGE DOORS 

GUTTERING 
 

‘KESTREL’ PVC – U FASCIA – SOFFIT 
 

MOULDINGS etc 
 

Tel/fax 01929 481581 
 

enquiries@wfsnookandsonltd.co.uk 
 

10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 
 

 

FENSA 13202 
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Wasps, Ants, Flies, Rats, Mice, Fleas, Cockroaches,
Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fumigations & Disinfections
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  BOURNEMOUTH – SWANAGE 
MOTOR ROAD 

AND FERRY COMPANY 
 

THE 
FLOATING 

BRIDGE 
 

TEL:  01929 450203 
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Answer: 97. - The lowest digit gets dropped. 
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Studland Picture Gallery… 

 

Please share your photos - email sharonywestman@gmail.com  

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com

