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Note from the editor… 
 

As I compile this edition, for the second time, it is done so in rather a somber 
fashion. In light of the global pandemic and following the advice from 
Government, a printed edition of the Studland Parish News is not able to be 
produced and delivered as normal. Therefore, I have taken the decision to 
remove some of our regular features until we can once again supply a full 
printed magazine to the community.  
 

Instead, the publication will be online only. During this time, I will fill the 
pages with as much positivity as I can. I will offer a variety of things to do in 
order to fill the extra time we now have in our homes.   
 

We are no doubt at the beginning of some tough times ahead. Though, as I 
continue with my daily Lent readings in the lead up to Easter, it seemed 
fitting to share todays words with you all;  
 

‘No problem lasts forever. No matter how permanently fixed in the centre 
of our lives it may seem, whatever we experience in this ever-changing life 

is sure to pass. Difficult situations often bring out qualities in us that 
otherwise might not have risen to the surface, such as courage, faith and 
our need for one another. All of our experiences can help us grow. But we 
may need patience. Some wounds cannot be healed quickly, they must be 

given time. In the meantime, we can appreciate the new capabilities we are 
developing, such as the capacity to endure and the willingness to accept. 
Let us share our losses and triumphs with each other, for that is how we 

gather courage’. 
 

Submissions in this edition go along way to showing us that despite these 
trying times, we remain a spirited community and our focus should be on 
working together as best we can. I draw your attention to pages 16 & 17, 
where you will find some essential information for the community in relation 
to the virus.  
 

I urge you to get in contact to share your ideas and use these pages to send 
messages to others in the community. 
 

Please, be gentle with yourselves and others during this period, help where 
you can and also don’t be afraid to ask for help should you need it, you are 
not alone.   

Sharon Westman, Editor 

Expecting to be online again next month, May submission deadline is  
APRIL 27th  

sharonywestman@gmail.com or 01929 450358.  
Late contributions cannot be guaranteed.  

When we revert back to printed editions, I will communicate deadlines 
accordingly.  

 

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com
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Swanage and Studland Team Ministry 
 

 

Team Rector  The Very Revd John Mann 
   The Rectory, 12 Church Hill, Swanage, BH19 1HU 
   Tel.  01929 422916  

Email: john.o.mann@btinternet.com  
 

Team Office  Tel. 01929 421117  
Email: swanage.team@btconnect.com 

 

 

St Nicholas Church, Studland 
 

 

Resident Priest  Rev’d Tony Higgins 
The Old School House, School Lane, Studland BH19 3AJ   
Tel. 01929 450691    
Email: revtonyhiggins@btinternet.com 

 
Church Wardens Barbara Matthews 

Old Harry, The Glebe, Studland BH19 3AS 
Tel. 01929 450218    
Email: barmat18@btinternet.com  

 
Mr Eric Stobart 
Knapwynd, School Lane, Studland BH19 3AJ 
Tel: 01929 450222  
Email: eric@thestobarts.co.uk  

 

Hon. Treasurer  Mr Andrew Goodwin 
St Nicholas Church Hall, Church Road, Studland,   
BH19 3AT  
Email: bayviewgardens@btinternet.com 

 

Hon. Secretary  Mrs Carol Wadley 
   34 Jubilee Road, Swanage, BH19 2SF 
   01929 424388 
   caroljwadley@icloud.com  
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mailto:revtonyhiggins@btinternet.com
barmat18@btinternet.com%20
mailto:eric@thestobarts.co.uk
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April Rota 
 

There is no Rota this month. Please see below the joint letter from Archbishops 
Justin Welby and John Sentamu which summarises the circumstances. 
 

17 March 2020 - To All Church of England Clergy  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ  
 

We wanted to write to you today to offer you advice and encouragement at this 
very difficult time for the whole of our country. Please find attached to this letter 
some careful guidance. We write this letter having consulted with the bishops 
across the Church of England and are grateful to them for their wisdom and help.  
Thank you for all that you do and will continue to do as disciples of Jesus Christ 
and ministers of the Gospel. We recognise what a very unusual and painful time 
this is for everyone and we want to stress that we are praying for you all and are 
very grateful for all that you are doing.  
 

It has always been the historic vocation of the Church of England to be the church 
for everyone. William Temple, one of the great Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York of the last century, is often quoted as saying that we are the one 
organisation which exists for the benefit of its ‘nonmembers’. As the challenge of 
the coronavirus grips the world, and as the Government asks every individual and 
every organisation to rethink its life, we are now asking the Church of England in 
all its parishes, chaplaincies and ministries to serve all people in a new way. 
Public worship will have to stop for a season. Our usual pattern of Sunday 
services and other mid-week gatherings must be put on hold. But this does not 
mean that the Church of England has shut up shop. Far from it.  
 

We need to look at new ways of serving everyone:  
 

1. Where you can and where it is prudent, we encourage all clergy to 
continue their pattern of daily prayer and, if it is your practice and can be 
done within the constraints as set out, a daily Eucharist. It is vital to 
observe strictly the protocols of hygiene and, where necessary, self-
isolation and social distancing. This will not be public worship that 
everyone can attend, but an offering of prayer and praise for the nation 
and for the world. Please do of course keep the church buildings open for 
private prayer wherever possible as we know so many do all the time.  
 

2. If churches and worshipping communities have the resources to live 
stream then they should do so. This will enable the people of God and 
anyone and everyone who looks to God for support and meaning in this 
time of crisis to participate in the life of worship at home. At the same 
time, both nationally and in our dioceses, we will produce and provide 
resources for prayer and worship in the home. This will be especially 
important for those who are self-isolating, but also for the benefit of 
everyone.  
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3. Many people are going to suffer during these coming months as the 
coronavirus reaches its peak. Tragically there will be deaths and so many 
will be grieving and fearful. We, the Church of Jesus Christ, with our 
sisters and brothers from other Christian churches, must be in the 
forefront of providing practical care and support for the most poor and 
the most vulnerable, and we offer our services to all those who are 
beginning to think through how best to provide for those in need.  
 

Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different in the days 
ahead. Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance at church on 
Sunday, and more characterised by the prayer and service we offer each day. We 
may not be able to pray with people in the ways that we are used to, but we can 
certainly pray for people. And we can certainly offer practical care and support. 
Please do carry on supporting the local foodbank and buy extra provisions for it. 
Ensure the night shelters wherever possible are kept open. There are many very 
encouraging schemes happening right across our country in communities to 
focus on caring for the most vulnerable, so do continue to play your part in those.  
Then by our service, and by our love, Jesus Christ will be made known, and the 
hope of the gospel – a hope that will counter fear and isolation - will spread 
across our land.  

(*) 

This is a defining moment for the Church of England. Are we truly a church for all, 
or just the church for ourselves? We urge you sisters and brothers to become a 
different sort of church in these coming months: hopeful and rooted in the 
offering of prayer and praise and overflowing in service to the world.  
 

Please, therefore, join us in this great challenge; and pray for our Government 
and nation, for each other, and especially for those who work in our health and 
emergency services.  
 

With every blessing,  
+Justin Cantuar  +Sentamu Eboracensis 

 
Light in Darkness - The section below is also from the letter, though the time for 

the idea has now passed. However, may I suggest that we make 
the lighting of candles a regular occurrence during these dark 
times. A simple but effective idea to share in. 
 

(*) ‘We have called, along with our fellow church leaders, for a 
day of prayer and action this coming Sunday - Mothering Sunday (22nd March). 
Mothering Sunday has always been both a day of celebration for many and a 
sensitive and emotional day for some. Wherever you are this Sunday please do 
join in this day of prayer and action and remember especially those who are sick 
or anxious, and all involved in our Health Service. As one action, we are calling on 
everyone to place a lighted candle in their window at 7.00 p.m. as a sign of 
solidarity and hope in the light of Christ that can never be extinguished.’  
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The Team Rev’d Writes… 
Food for thought - This month is our Easter celebration, and after having 
observed Lent, we are now entering a season of celebrations. Our Easter Sunday 
will most likely be filled with delicious meals, and family reunions. I thought I 
would take the opportunity to reflect on Christianity’s relationship with food, 
and table fellowship, and what that might mean in our current food poverty 
crisis in the U.K. 
From the beginning, followers of Christ met around the sharing of meals. Even 
before Christ’s death on the cross, the Bible often refers to him sitting at tables 
and sharing meals with people. Of course, there was a politically rebellious side 
to these table fellowships, in his glorious inclusivity he would sit with the 
outcasts and the strangers, and in such turning down social systems of exclusion 
and rejection. However, these meals were also an opportunity for genuine 
encounter with the ‘other’, they were opportunities for deep spiritual and 
cultural growth. By regularly setting up community meals, Jesus demonstrates 
that these were not simply for personal gain, but for the nurture of others.  
This culminates with the ultimate meal shared with Christ, at the table everyone 
is invited to. Christ offered himself as food for us, giving his flesh to be our 
bread, sharing our bread to be his flesh. And unlike the food we eat every day 
for the survival of our bodies, Christ offers food for our spiritual nourishment, as 
a transformational experience. Whatever our personal theology of this last 
supper, Christians around the world make the Eucharist the central part of their 
faith. But I’ve always wondered what kind of impact this language of food and 
nourishment can have on those who are living in food poverty. Because this last 
meal resonates of the most basic human practices necessary for life.  
During Lent it is still common that people give up eating those extra little 
luxuries, which from the perspective of those in food poverty, can be incredibly 
uncomfortable to observe. Imagine finding yourself the parent of several 
children who need feeding, perhaps having to enlist the help of your local 
foodbank, possibly even having to go without food yourself for the sake of your 
own children’s wellbeing. Imagine then, going to church on Sunday morning, and 
hearing sermons and conversations about fasting, about giving up, or adhering 
to a certain strict diet. How alienating that must feel. And how much truer ring 
the words of the Lord’s Prayer “give us our daily bread”? Those for whom food 
comes from insecure sources, the liturgy’s constant reminder of God’s provision 
must feel all too hypocritical. Because despite a benefit system supposed to 
provide a safety net, and the hard work of local foodbanks, manna does not 
magically appear on doorsteps.  
After all hunger isn’t a natural phenomenon, it’s a human made tragedy. Food 
poverty isn’t the result of a lack of resources, but rather the result of the 
privileged failure to share those abundant resources. When Christ decided to use 
a meal to share with humanity his last intimate moment, he didn’t give 90% to 
the 1% and left the rest of them to figure out how to find or grab the leftover; he 
distributed it equally.  
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One of the striking results of the recent outbreak of Coronavirus, is our country’s 
deep insecurity with food. Looking at the rows of empty aisles in food stores, the 
anxieties run deep. For too many, and for too long, the realities of being a few 
pay-cheques away from destitution, has generated inward looking individuals. 
Food injustice has prevented community and spiritual growth through table 
fellowship, because people simply cannot afford table fellowship. Alongside this, 
the U.K.’s version of the ‘American Dream’, where anyone can make it if only, 
they work hard enough or apply resourcefulness; has also encouraged a most 
individualistic ‘everyone for themselves’ approach to social interactions. For me 
this is so remote from a God who fed the 5000, from Christ who gave his body 
for all of us to be our bread. When I see the row of open hands expectantly 
waiting/begging to receive their wafer, the body of Christ, I cannot help but 
compare these to the queues of people waiting at the foodbank. To the 
outstretched arms of refugees at the back of aids trucks hoping to feed their 
families. If the altar, where the bread is broken and shared, is sacred; why can’t 
our own dining tables become spaces of sacred encounters? Because food is for 
sharing, and God gives us our daily bread.                                                                                                                               
 

Rev’d Solveig Sonet 
 

 
Rectory Ramblings 
The word “rambling” in the Compact Oxford Thesaurus is associated with “long-
winded” and such terms as digressive, disconnected and (this one I really like) 
“incoherent”. So, the editor of Church Alive, giving me the freedom to be these 
and other wordy and disjointed things, allows for anything from commenting on 
the state of the rectory garden, to putting right the problems of the world.   
Within these pretty broad boundaries, I opt this month for a few thoughts about 
how more daylight, early birdsong and the new growth of Spring bring us such 
joy at this time of the year. It is all God-given in the Christian understanding of 
Creation; it is also a miracle that we accept with gratitude each year. 
It was on 6th March, a particularly beautiful day, that I noticed the birds at the 
beginning of the day as a competing group, rather than simply the odd one or 
two songbirds, often overshadowed by a noisy seagull or cooing pigeon. We 
sleep with a window open all year round and so the dulling effect of double-
glazing is overcome, and the sound of a tawny owl at 4am and a robin two hours 
later are a reward for times of wakefulness. Light, too, is so special when we 
have the promise of longer days ahead. In Swanage, the sea reflects light in 
different moods and stretches out beyond the bay to the distant shipping and 
the white cliffs of the Isle of Wight. As for new growth, the daffodils that I 
planted in the winter are filling the front garden as the snowdrops go back for 
another year. The first broad beans are through, and the next row will go in at 
the same time as some early potatoes, whilst the purple-sprouting broccoli is 
near-ready to be cut.             

John Mann 
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St Nicholas Church News 
Throughout Lent we have been 
encouraged by our Bishops to take 
a closer look at Creation. We are 
encouraged to “Live Lent”. 
We might think that in the light of 
the Covid-19 pandemic such 
thoughts and prayers are an 
unnecessary distraction from more 

serious concerns. I believe passionately this would be wrong. We are all a part of 
the created order and whatever your belief that is an undisputable fact. That we 
can learn from nature is a sensible assumption. This month’s picture is of 
honeybees tending their queen bee. Having a hive of bees for just a year now I 
have had the opportunity to observe the way the bees live. It may seem 
romantic to assign a personality to a hive of bees, but it is accepted that the 
queen bee influences the entire colony. We can learn much from the humble 
bee, its ability to be cooperative with its fellow bees. The guard bees that protect 
the hive will instantly sacrifice themselves for the good of the whole hive. This is 
not a considered thought process on their part, it is their function. Currently 
many frontline health workers are bravely fulfilling their function which is to 
preserve life. When asked to self-isolate we should remember their efforts and 
forget any inconvenience to our ourselves. Jesus always put the needs of others’ 
lives before his own. At this time perhaps we can help those around us. 
At the time of writing we are preparing not only for Easter but the life of the 
church after Easter. The renewing power of the Easter story invigorates us not 
only to spread the good news but to be more like Jesus in sharing and caring, in 
celebrating and consoling. We hope to repeat the Rogation service as we visit 
the various significant parts of the village, to pause a while and pray for that area 
of community life. We shall also hopefully celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE 
day. This will be an evening event with a short reflection upon the peace we 
have enjoyed and then join with the whole nation at 7pm to “Ringing out the 
Peace”. This will be followed by “Bells Bubbles and Buns” on Friday 8th May.  
It is hoped that by Easter or soon after the greatly refurbished noticeboard on 
the Church Hall will be reinstated and new gates kindly donated by a 
congregation member will be in place. Such things remind us that the old slogan 
invented at a time of crisis “Keep Calm and Carry On” has much to commend it in 
retaining a realistic approach to life. 
I shall continue to watch the bees as they industriously go out to gather the 
pollen and nectar to make their precious honey, noting in particular their orderly 
patient behaviour as they return to the hive, each waiting their turn to 
contribute their contribution to the life of the whole community. 
 
 

Rev Tony Higgins (Resident Priest) 
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National Trust 
Ten Dartmoor ponies have made the move to Dorset where they 
are helping to maintain the landscape and habitats of Godlingston 
Heath. 
The newcomers were brought in with help from the Dartmoor 

Pony Society as the latest recruits to the National Trust’s conservation grazing 
programme.  
After spending a few weeks acclimatising at the Trust’s Greenland’s Farm in 
Studland they were released onto the heath, where they will live with little 
human intervention until autumn. 
The Dartmoor’s join an existing herd of Exmoor ponies which have been grazing 
the heath for some years. 
For ease of management only geldings are chosen for the grazing programme so 
herd numbers decline over time and need to be topped up periodically. 
Both Dartmoor ponies and their Exmoor cousins are ideal choices because they 
are hardy animals used to the harsh upland conditions they were bred for. 
They are also perfectly adapted to survive on the rough grazing heathlands 
afford. 
“The Dartmoor’s seem to be settling into their new home very well and we’re 
confident they’ll be happy here while making a big contribution to 
conservation,” said National Trust Heathlands Team Ranger David Jones. “A big 
thank you to the Dartmoor Pony Society and the breeders who made this 
possible.” 
The ponies typically spend spring to autumn on the open heath, moving to the 
more sheltered conditions of nearby Harmony Valley over winter. 
Their work is vital to help prevent the growth of scrub which would eventually 
turn the protected heathland landscape into woodland if left unchecked. 
Through the action of their hooves, and through natural behaviour like rolling, 
they also create bare patches which reptiles use for basking in the sun. 
Both ponies and cattle are used on Godlingston and its neighbouring heaths 
because they graze in subtly 
different ways. 
Ponies have a nibbling action which 
leaves a shorter, more even sward 
while cattle pull up clumps with 
their tongues so that what is left is 
more varied in length. 
The two actions compliment each 
other, and the end result is a 
variety of habitats suitable for a 
wide range of plants, invertebrates 
and reptiles. 

Picture: Dartmoor Ponies at Greenland’s Farm in Studland.  
National Trust/Jon Bish 
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Middle Beach Update 
Submission of the planning application for the new café and toilet 
facilities at Middle Beach has been slightly delayed due to staff 
absence. We are now aiming for submission by the end of April. 
Following this we will begin to gather expressions of interest from 

potential tenants. The anticipated opening of the new facilities is still planned to 
be Easter 2021. The cliffs and beach have eroded at a faster rate this winter 
compared to previous years, and we are regularly monitoring the site for safety 
concerns. Last month the buildings on the lower platform and the coastal 
defences were also inspected by an external engineer. There were found to be 
no urgent concerns, but we are still planning for the old sea school building to be 
removed this spring due to the threat of coastal erosion. If you have any 
questions, or would like to receive email updates about the project, please email 
Sarah Coggins, Coastal Change Engagement Officer, on: 
sarahcoggins@nationaltrust.org.uk.  
Alternatively, you can call 01929 452341.  

 
WI Meeting Wednesday 11th March 2020 
After a warm welcome to members our President Doris Royal 
noted apologies and signed the minutes from the February 
meeting. There was a letter from County on the Corona Virus 
on the table and NFWI will update federations as they receive 
advice from Public Health England. There was an information 

flier about the Annual meeting at the Lighthouse on 22nd Oct. In Climate Change 
Action the WI Federation is launching a major campaign this month. A supporter 
from each WI is encouraged to facilitate exchanging ideas. ACWW notice on the 
table of points to be included in their declaration such as Human Rights. In the 
WI magazine there is an article about the formation of a new WI in Swanage. In 
A4’s there is a Women Walk the World event on Thurs 30th April, walkers invited 
and or donations. Notification of the Federation budget for 2021 and 
nominations for the board of Trustees.  There is a new member meeting at 
County Office A4 on table. On Mon 18th May there is a Speakers Audition and on 
Wed 15th April a Dorset Buttons Workshop at County A4 on table. On Saturday 
28th March 10-4 there is workshop at Carey. Purbeck Flower Club have a 
demonstration. There was an A4 for Skittles and booking information for 
Denman 2021. There was a Camp Bestival volunteer A4 and another for 2021 
Diaries £5.10 and orders by end of May. Cindy Parish had written to say thank 
you to the WI and Mary Logan was her chosen prize winner in the Handwriting 
with dip in pen and ink competition. Members are asked to check the list for the 
Cream Tea on 1st June and for the Village Fete on 6th June. Four members had 
enjoyed the talk and lunch at Athelhampton and the A4 for the Forde Abbey visit 
was out for the last time also for the visit to Chavenage House. Nomination 
forms were issued prior to our Studland AGM. Aggie had investigated “Walking 

mailto:sarahcoggins@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Netball” and there is potential for 2 practice areas. If there are enough 
volunteers financial help and coaches may be available. There were a number of 
members who indicated interest. On Sat 21st March there is an Arts Reach 
concert at the Village Hall.  
 

Doris then introduced Clive Hannay who was a very special artist and we were 
fortunate to have the opportunity to 
observe him at work. Born in Dorset Clive 
was painting and drawing from a very early 
age. In the 1980’s he had worked for the 
Dorset wildlife Trust as their illustrator and 
in 1991 John Newth, the then editor of 
Dorset County Magazine spotted Clive’s 
work and the long running Dorset Village 

series began. Clive brought a number of his 
paintings to show us and demonstrated how 
from a simple outline in pencil and some 
basic initial strokes of the watercolour brush 
a village scene would emerge. 
In the short time he had to demonstrate we 
could already see the potential for the 
painting which was based on a photograph he had taken himself. He told us that 
it takes up to 5 days for each picture in the 
magazine to be completed. He starts with a 
background wash generally the sky and after the 
wet “laying in” he applies more minute details 
with a dry brush. His masterly use of colour and a 
superb eye produces paintings of an exceptional 
depth and clarity. Considering he has had work 
presented to a member of the Royal Family he is 
modest about his self-taught accomplishments. 
One painting we noticed would sell for £350. He is 
currently working on depicting a figure within a 
scene. He has twice been accepted for the Royal 
Watercolour Society in London. Clive kindly 
answered questions from members and Doris 
gave the vote of thanks for a fascinating glimpse 
into a special talent.  
 

Raffle winners were: Sharon, Tracey and Julie. The competition was won by 
Tracey. 
 

Further to the situation regarding the Coronavirus outbreak and the latest 
official advice, we have decided to cancel our WI meeting in April.   
 

Felicity Higgins 
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Studland History Group 

The AGM and talk on 18th March was postponed as is the 
talk on 15th April. We will resume meetings when it is safe 
to do so. In the meantime, all take care and stay safe! 
 

Joyce Meates. Secretary. 01929 439245 

 
STUDLAND GARDENING ASSOCIATION  

No talks this month and sadly the annual Plant Sale due to be in the 
Village Hall on Saturday 25th April has been canceled.   
March and April are probably the busiest two months of the 

gardening year. Sowings you made in March could possibly go into the cold 
frame this month, but for tender or half hardy items sowing may have to wait 
until next month, or even June. There is still time to plant asparagus and onion 
sets. Hardy annuals can be sown directly where they are to grow. April is the 
chief month for sowing potatoes, but here in sunny Studland I find first and 
second earlies can cope with March. 

Geoff Willcocks, Secretary  
01929 450342 geoff.studland@gmail.com  

 
Isle of Purbeck Golf Club 

The Isle of Purbeck Golf Club has closed their doors for now until it is 
safe to open back up.  They hope that everyone is staying safe during 

this time and look forward to seeing everyone again soon.   
 

If you are having trouble getting groceries, we are providing a scheduled pick up 
on Tuesdays. For order forms please contact iop@purbeckgolf.co.uk. For 
anyone who can’t pick up, let us know and we may be able to make 
arrangements for delivery. 

 
 

 
 

Due to the unprecedented nature of the COVID-19 virus we are sadly closing our 
doors for the foreseeable future, until such time that government policy 

changes. 
We’ll be taking this time to spruce up the bar, so that it’s even better when we 

reach the other side of this crisis. So, for now it’s a sad goodbye from us, but 
when the time is right, we look forward to welcoming you back. 

 

Until then, take care of yourselves, your loved ones and your community. 
We wish you the best and hope everyone stays safe and well. 

The Old Harry Bar Committee 
www.oldharrybar.co.uk  

mailto:geoff.studland@gmail.com
mailto:iop@purbeckgolf.co.uk
http://www.oldharrybar.co.uk/
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Swanage Food Bank  
 

Several concerned people have asked how Swanage 
Food Bank is managing during the Coronavirus scare. 
The panic of a fortnight ago seemed to drive up the 
number of clients significantly, and stocks dropped 
to very low. Because supermarket shelves were also 
empty, we couldn't re-stock on some essentials.  
So, we now need the following if anyone would like to donate from their 
stockpiles or as they shop in the normal way:  
 

Breakfast cereals (not oats), tins of meat (corned beef, Spam, etc.), tins of 
cooked meat (chicken in white sauce, chilli con carne, etc), Frey Bentos pies, 

packets of rice,  tins of sardines, instant custard, tinned fruit, tinned veg, long-life 
fruit juice and milk, sugar, jams/marmalade/peanut butter, savoury crackers. 

 

Quite an assortment! We're OK for baked beans, soup, tuna, pasta and sweet 
biscuits.         
 

Thank you so much for your continuing support. The community is incredibly 
generous to those in greatest need. Bless you all! 
 
Editor’s note - If anyone has trouble taking donations to the church, please 
contact me and I can arrange a collection from your doorstep instead.  
Or feel free to drop things off on my doorstep too, though please do remember 
to ring our doorbell so that items are not left out overnight from us not 
knowing they were there.   

 
 

Thank you… 
 
World Day of Prayer - Thank you to all those who attended or 
supported our service this year on 6th March 2020. A total of 
£191 was raised for the benefit of the women of Zimbabwe.  
 

Christian Aid 2020 - Thank you to all those who attended or 
supported our service this year on 26th February 2020. £228 was 
raised for the benefit of Christian Aid.  

Barbara Matthews  
 

Lewis Manning  
The Quiz Night with a Ploughman’s Supper which was supporting 
Lewis-Manning Hospice Care, bringing Hospice Care to Swanage and 
Wareham Hospital, raised £677. Thank you to all involved and to 
those who took part.  

Tony Higgins 
 



 14 

Studland Parish Council  
Your Parish council met for its monthly meeting on 
Monday 16th March. 

Councillors Matt Etherington, Nick Boulter, Peter Bowyer, 
Steve Smith, Jane Osborne, Peter Hammond and Michael Ferguson were 
present, there were no members of the public, and Tracey Churcher from the 
National Trust, was present.  

The coronavirus covid-19 has certainly shaken things up a bit over the last week! 
Please see separate information, about who to contact and what to do should 
you need to isolate.  

Tracey Churcher from the National Trust reported that;  

Controlled burns are now complete for the season, and Dartmoor ponies will be 
put out to graze. 
The removal of the sea school is still planned to go ahead before the Easter 
holidays 
The T10 run on the 22nd March organised by the National Trust has been 
cancelled, and the National Trust are following government guideline regarding 
closure of their sites, and staff welfare.  

Councillor Etherington asked Tracey what, if anything, the National Trust will do 
to suspend their tenants rent, should a lockdown be necessary – a response to 
this to be received soon.  

Dorset council footpath officers have made a site visit at last to the right of way 
behind Heatherside, which has been in a dreadful state for years, Dorset council 
are to finally do something about it.  

The Parish council have approved and are taking the necessary steps to install 
two Speed indicator devices at either end of the main road through the village, 
these should appear soon. 

Councillors agreed to the request from nine residents of Beach road to 
implement year-round parking restrictions along the road between 10am and 
7pm. Dorset highways will be informed and the necessary legislation put in 
place. (This may take some time, as Dorset council will inevitably be dealing 
internally with coronavirus affecting their staff) 

Studland parish council have agreed to object to the proposed expansion of 
Bournemouth Airport, as we are on the flight path and would have to put up 
with noise from aircraft.  
Councillors have also agreed to endorse two letters from Swanage Town Council 
demanding the retention of A&E facilities at Poole hospital, as this is the nearest 
hospital for residents in Swanage and Studland. In addition, the Parish council 
will write to our MP, Richard Drax asking him to also support the retention of 
Poole A&E facilities. 
Last but by no means least, The Parish Council will support the community, and 
provide assistance to the astounding number of volunteers who have come 
forward to help anyone in our Parish that has to isolate themselves with or from 
the Coronavirus covid-19, and they are available to collect shopping and 
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medication for you. There is now a list of names, and contact numbers available 
from the village store, and this will also be emailed to all the groups in Studland 
to share. The Council has available, should it be needed for the volunteers, 
supplies of sanitiser, antibacterial wipes, handwash, face masks and gloves. 
During this outbreak, it looks unlikely that your Parish Council will be able to 
meet in April, and possibly be unable to meet for many months, all your 
councillors are available by email, and we will be holding (before you have read 
this) a short extraordinary meeting to hopefully agree an emergency delegated 
system whereby we can continue to keep the basic housekeeping duties such as 
paying the electricity bill, going….. 
I would like to finish by saying please stay calm, and look out for your 
neighbours, and those who may be vulnerable during these unprecedented 
times. 

 

Matt Etherington, Chairman 
 

 
 

 
Why? 

 
 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
‘Rabbi who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ ‘Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him.’ John 9:1-3 

 

It’s good to ask questions. It is how we learn and grown. Often, our questions 
lead to more answers as we realise that the more we know the more there is to 
know. This type of healthy questioning keeps our hearts open with hope to an 
infinite number of possibilities.  
The disciples’ question, however, shows how, in grasping for answers, we can 
close ourselves off from new perspectives. Here, they’ve already decided 
someone is to blame for this man’s blindness – it’s caused either by his sin or the 
sin of his parents. 
When things go wrong, often we want clear answers, reasons why, an 
explanation, someone to blame. How can a God who is good let such things 
happen? Jesus’ answer provides a whole new perspective, leaving no room for 
blame, guilt or condemnation. This man’s blindness is an instrument through 
which God’s work is made visible. Even today, Jesus’ response forces us to 
question our often-narrow view of the world.  
How might this vision change if, instead of insisting on a definitive answer for 
why things happen the way they do, we opened our eyes to the infinite ways 
God is working in the world? We start by acknowledging God’s spirit, his beauty 
and his love in each person; choosing hope by keeping our hearts and minds 
open to ‘the other’ – whoever or whatever that may be; asking questions to seek 
harmony not division; and expanding our capacity to love.   
 

Taken from ‘Anxious Time’ by Carmel Thomason  
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CORONAVIRUS COVID-19  
VOLUNTEERS 

 

Thank you all for coming forward to offer assistance 
should Studland residents have to be isolated during 

this outbreak.  
The reason I have only published ten volunteers on 
the initial contact list is to ensure we have back up 

volunteers should anyone fall ill themselves.  
I also think it is wise to limit the list to ten people 

initially as although the Parish Council has supplies for 
volunteers to use when visiting isolated residents, 
these are limited, and we need to make them last! 

 

THE CHURCH HALL WILL BE AVAILABLE AND THE 
SANITISER, ANTI BAC WIPES, HANDWASH, FACE 
MASKS AND CLOTHS WILL BE ON A TABLE IN THE 

CHURCH HALL FOR YOU TO USE SHOULD YOU NEED 
TO. PLEASE ONLY USE THESE SUPPLIES FOR AND 
WHEN YOU HAVE/ARE VISITING AN ISOLATED 
PERSON. AS WHEN THEY RUN OUT, IT MAY BE 

DIFFICULT TO REPLENISH. 
 

ACCESS TO THE CHURCH HALL WILL BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO VOLUNTEERS, I WILL EMAIL YOU ONCE 

SUCH ARRANGEMENTS ARE KNOWN. 
 

Thank you all again for coming forward, keep calm 
and stay safe! 

 
Matt Etherington 
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STUDLAND PARISH AREA  
CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 ADVICE 

 

PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR YOUR NEIGHBOURS DURING 
THIS OUTBREAK! 

SHOULD ANY RESIDENT IN STUDLAND HAVE TO SELF 
ISOLATE, OR BE TOLD BY GOVERNMENT TO SELF 
ISOLATE THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE HAVE KINDLY 

VOLUNTEERED TO ARRANGE FOR ESSENTIAL 
SHOPPING AND MEDICINE COLLECTION FOR YOU. IF 

YOU ARE IN ISOLATION AND NEED ANYTHING, PLEASE 
CONTACT ANY PERSON BELOW AND THEY WILL BE 

ABLE TO ASSIST YOU. 
 

SAM SNELLGROVE WAS BATTERICK - 07710 59 33 79 
JULIE DYBALL - 07590 11 12 03 or 01929 450044 

STEPHEN YEOMAN - 01929 450587 
KAREN WRIGHT - 01929 450353 

MARK ELLIOT - 07764 849344 
LYNN ELLIOT - 07702 62 47 17 
JULIE SMITH - 01929 450511 

IAIN AND SHARON WESTMAN - 01929 450358 
JANE TILLYARD - 07595 33 68 20 

FAY LAURER - 07977 57 45 16 
 

ALL VOLUNTEERS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH SANITISER 
AND WIPES, POSSIBLY A FACE MASK TOO.  

PLEASE KEEP A DISTANCE OF 6 FEET BETWEEN 
YOURSELF AND THE VOLUNTEER. 

 
Matt Etherington 
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Something for the children… 
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Crossword corner 
Across 
1. Relating to the whole universe (6)  
4. The disciple who made the remark 
in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
8. ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — 
hands, I will not believe  it’ (John 
20:25) (2,3)  
9. He urged King Jehoiakim not to 
burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s 
message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
10. Baptist minister and controversial 
founder of America’s Moral Majority, 
Jerry — (7)  
11. ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I 
be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  
12. Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  

17. Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 
19. ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the 
Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
21. Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 
22. Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
23. ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so, he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
24. ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit me’ 
(Matthew 25:36) (6) 
 
Down 
1. Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   
2. Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 
3. Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
5. For example, the Crusades (4,3) 
6. 11 Across is certainly this (5)  
7. He reps (anag.) (6)  
9. Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
13. Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her treasury 
(Acts 8:27) (7) 
14. They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1 
Timothy 3:8) (7)  
15. The human mind or soul (6)  
16. ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their bread 
is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 
18. ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  
20. Bared (anag.) (5) 

Ans page 31 
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The Writing Challenge  
Putting pen to paper or fingers to keys, escape this world and enter the world of 
your imagination.  
Here are some ingredients to inspire you to create your own stories: 
 

 Characters Traits Theme Location Object 
Week 

1 
Journalist Anxious Coming of Age ‘Sleepy’ 

village 
Stopped 

clock 
Week 

2 
Gardener Greedy Escape Hotel Wooden 

box 
Week 

3 
30-Something Paranoid Pursuit Haunted 

House 
Hedge 

Week 
4 

Child Unlucky Fantasy Local Pub Church Bell 

 

 
Anagrams 
 

The following are all anagrams of the names of British actors and actresses. Can 
you identify them? 
 

1. Basil Ride 
2. Lardy Mango 
3. Jaunty Regent 
4. Ritual Jewels 
5. Screen Annoy 
6. Shrapnel Fine 
7. Blander by Then 
8. Monaco Swill 
9. Gammon Retreat 
10. Gnome Pigs 

Ans page 31 

 
Easy Sudoku  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ans page 31 
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Chair Exercises: 
 

Looking to exercise more at home? These chair exercises are gentle but 
effective, I will provide different ones each month while we are confined to our 
homes: 
 
#1. Ankle and Wrist Rolls: 
 

Many individuals find it difficult for having proper blood circulation through their 
extremities; and this can be challenging in case of their mobility and balance. 
Doing ankle and wrist roll chair exercises can be helpful here. 
 

Follow the steps to perform this chair exercise. 
 

• Sit straight on a chair, in a way that your back is absolutely straight and 
not leaning against the back of the chair. 

• Flex your fingers, by closing and opening your fists multiple times before 
making the fists and by rolling your wrists at least 10 times in each 
direction. 

• Do the same moves using your feet. First, flex and independently point 
each of your foot as you simultaneously curl and straighten the toes. 

• At one time, roll each ankle 10 times towards, and then at once, roll 
each ankle 10 times towards the inside. 

 
 
#2. Seated Hip Marches: 
 

Seated hip marches are great chair exercises for those who are willing to 
improve their flexibility and their mobility through their hip, or individuals who 
require a modified option for performing cardiovascular exercises. 
 

Below are the steps to follow to do this chair exercise: 
 

• Keeping both your feet flat on the floor, with hip-distance apart, sit 
straight on a sturdy chair. 

• Grasp tightly the armrests of the chair with your hands and engage the 
abdominal muscles so as to help keep the torso straight and tall. 

• Now, with your knee bent as high as possible, lift your right leg, as if 
doing a high-knee march. 

• Next, lower the right foot to the floor. 
• Repeat the same on the other leg. 

• Do at least 20 alternating marches. Take a break and then repeat 3 more 
times. 

 
 

 
…More to come next month, should we still be on lockdown!  
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Local Advertisements 

Fencing & Landscaping 

Services 

Fencing, Landscaping, Driveways & Tree Surgery 

Fully qualified and insured. Experienced, friendly, local service 

Free quotations 

Call Ian Sizer - 01929 481429 / 07779 602951 

I.S Landscaping and Tree Services Ltd. 
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JT Tree & Hedge Work 
• Tree felling 
• Pruning/reductions 
• Crown lifting & thinning 
• Dead wooding 
• Hedge cutting & 

maintenance 
Fully qualified & insured 
Contact James Tillyard 

T: 01929 450 012 
M: 07950 763 694 

E-mail: 
jt@treeandhedgework.com 

 

J B, C & R HARWOOD 
Trading as L G STOCKLEY 

 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 
 

The Coal Depot – Station Road 
Corfe Castle, BH20 5EJ 

 
Tel No:  01929 450246 or 

01202 747892 
www.cgardnerandson.co.uk 

 

 The Property Professionals 

for the Isle of Purbeck 
 

 

 
 
 

41 Station Road, Swanage 

Tel: (01929) 422284    

www.corbens.co.uk 
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© 
 

Studland Chair-based  
Exercise 

 
Gentle but evidence-based, effective 

exercises performed to music sitting or 
standing by the chair. 

 

 
 

DAISY CHAIN FITNESS 01929 558139 
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W F SNOOK AND SON LTD 
 

 
Installers of 

 
 

PVC-U AND ALUMINIUM 
 

WINDOWS – DOORS – PATIO DOORS 
BIFOLDING DOORS 

 
CONSERVATORIES – GARAGE DOORS 

GUTTERING 
 

‘KESTREL’ PVC – U FASCIA – SOFFIT 
 

MOULDINGS etc 
 

Tel/fax 01929 481581 
 

enquiries@wfsnookandsonltd.co.uk 
 

10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 
 

 

FENSA 13202 
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Wasps, Ants, Flies, Rats, Mice, Fleas, Cockroaches,
Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fumigations & Disinfections
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  BOURNEMOUTH – SWANAGE 
MOTOR ROAD 

AND FERRY COMPANY 
 

THE 
FLOATING 

BRIDGE 
 

TEL:  01929 450203 
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ANSWERS 
 

Crossword: 
 

ACROSS: 1 Cosmic. 4 Thomas. 8 In his. 9 Delaiah. 10 Falwell. 11 Water. 12 
Recovered. 17 Sidon. 19 Radiant. 21 Centaur. 22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison. 

DOWN: 1 Cliffs. 2 Scholar. 3 Issue. 5 Holy war. 6 Moist. 7 Sphere. 9 Deliverer. 13 
Candace. 14 Deacons. 15 Psyche. 16 Stolen. 18 Dance. 20 Debar. 

 
 

Anagram: 
 

1. Idris Elba 
2. Gary Oldman 
3. Jenny Agutter 
4. Julie Walters 
5. Sean Connery 
6. Ralph Fiennes 

7. Brenda Blethyn 
8. Simon Callow 

9. Gemma Arterton 
10. Simon Pegg 

 

 
Sudoku: 
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Studland Picture Gallery… 

 

 
 

Please share your photos - email sharonywestman@gmail.com  

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com

