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Note from the editor… 
 

Welcome to the September edition of your Studland Parish News. I know you 
have missed the printed edition falling through your letter box over the last 
few months but I hope you have been able to access them online throughout 
this period of uncertainty.  
 

As we still adapt to what the pandemic brings to our lives, to our businesses, 
friends and family; the Parish News will also continue to adapt too as I am 
sure you have witnessed and understood these past many months.  
 

As I write this note, the rain is falling and has inspired my choice of blessing 
for the month. Also, here at Westwood Cottage, there has been a lot of 
effort made to revive our lawn and hopefully this rain will help. It is certainly 
a different picture from the heat we experienced in August. 
 

This month you will read about some changes, celebrations and updates that 
have been and will be happening within our community. I hope as time goes 
on; these pages will become filled with even more of such items that we can 
all experience together.    
 

There are few questions dotted in the pages this month too. Why not take 
some time to find them, ponder them and answer them, and you can always 
send me your answers and thoughts to share. The first question is asked on 
our front page; I think is an important one as church means so many 
different things to so many people. 
 

Take care 
 
 

Sharon Westman, Editor 

Gratefulness 
“Small grateful acts every day can uplift 

us, make a difference for others, and 
help change the world.” 

 

Blessing of the month 
You bless us with summer rain – 

starting with a smell all its own when 
drizzle settles the dust, turning into a 

calm flow, then becoming a steady 
stream, sleepy and unhurried, that falls 
all day (and the next and the next, till 

time stands still), making the earth soft 
and rich and the grass green. May you 

let its voice so quiet your mind that you 
become for all around you like mild rain. 

 

October edition submission 
deadline is: 

 

SEPTEMBER 22ND   
 

sharonywestman@gmail.com  
 01929 450358 

 

Late contributions cannot be 
guaranteed.  

 

Letters to the Editor are 
welcomed, please keep to a 

maximum of 150 words. 

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com
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The Team Rector Writes… 
 

The continuing uncertainty over the ongoing situation arising from the pandemic 
means that whatever I write about the restrictions under which the Church is 
operating is likely to be out of date by the time you read it. Nevertheless, looking 
at September from the middle of August, I can see that we are obliged to be 
cautious about what we attempt in terms of the further opening up of our 
facilities and meetings.  
 

September will, in all likelihood, mirror August regarding service times, use of 
the halls and other spaces, and the organisation of actual meetings, as opposed 
to those brought about via zoom. There is to be an exception to this, in so far as 
we are intending to hold the Swanage PCC meeting on Wednesday 16th 
September, as an actual meeting in All Saints’ Church, and the Studland PCC 
meeting the following Monday, also as an actual meeting.  
 

These two PCC meetings are important for a number of reasons. They are the 
first actual gathering of the PCCs for about six months, and we are having the 
archdeacon at them to outline for us the process which we are to following in 
appointing a new team vicar. I am aware that they are closed meetings and 
though the minutes will be published, more people than just the PCC members 
will want to hear what the archdeacon has to say to us. So, I do intend to put a 
news item on the websites as soon after the meetings as possible to give 
everyone the information as to how we are going forward.  
 

In the meantime, I do have important news to impart, which may or may not 
have already filtered through to you:    
 

Firstly, the appointment by Bishop Karen of the Venerable Martin Webster as 
‘interim minister’ in place of a team vicar, as the appointment process is likely to 
take some months, and so we shall have someone to help facilitate the 
discussions over this time, and give us the benefit of his expertise and 
leadership, especially in All Saints’, but throughout the team. Martin is known to 
members of both PCCs as he has already held a vision evening for us, back last 
autumn, before we knew that the team vicar position was to become vacant. He 
will be with us on Sundays and occasionally during the week as well, starting in 
October. We are very fortunate to have Martin, and grateful to Bishop Karen for 
her initiative to support us.  
 

Secondly, I have news of the ordinations of Solveig and Nick. Thinking of Nick 
Webb first, as I think you are aware, Nick has been training for ordination with 
the view of being made assistant curate in the Purbeck Hills benefice, consisting 
of Langton Matravers, Worth Matravers and Kingston. Since June, when he 
should have been ordained deacon, he has been licensed for this role and has 
been in place as a lay member of the ministry team. His ordination has been 
rescheduled to 9am on Saturday 26th September in Salisbury Cathedral. Sadly, 
none of us can attend, due to the current restrictions, but he will be very much 
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in our thoughts and prayers, with his long association with the parish and team, 
especially in All Saints’, with Naomi, heading up the team of the important and 
successful initiative of Breakfast@9 for many years.  
 

Solveig’s ordination to the priesthood has been moved from Salisbury Cathedral 
to St Mary’s in Swanage. Bishop Karen will travel to be with us and ordain her 
with her friend and fellow curate Lyndon, who is serving in Broadstone, at 11am 
also on Saturday 26th September. Once again, restrictions will be in place and not 
many of us will be able to attend, unless things loosen up in the meantime. But it 
is certainly a lovely thought that Solveig, whom many of you have got to know 
quite well, will be ordained in her own parish. Whether or not these two 
ordination services will be streamed is being investigated. We hope so.  
 

Thirdly, there is the commissioning of Peter McCarthy as Lay Licensed Minister in 
the afternoon of Sunday 27th September, in Salisbury Cathedral. Peter is, again, 
well known in the parish of Swanage and especially in All Saints’. Some will know 
him from Swanage Library and others as a member of the PCC. A Lay Licensed 
Minister, or LLM, as the acronym which is frequently used, has to undergo a 
significant amount of training and is given this official diocesan recognition as a 
lay leader in worship and may be minister throughout the benefice, and 
potentially more widely according to the requirements of the team.   
 

Please do remember Martin, Nick, Solveig and Peter, and their families, in your 
prayers. We live in exciting days of change and development for the churches of 
our team and for individuals within it. 2020 is likely to be a real springboard for 
renewal, and opening fresh and exciting possibilities for a bright vision for the 
future, in the churches of which we are a part.  
 

John Mann  

 
 

Rectory Ramblings  
 

There has been now, for about five years, an emphasis on the environment 
throughout the Church during what is termed the “Creation Season” which runs 
from 1st September to 4th October each year, encompassing several Sundays.  
The team of churches in Swanage and Studland did embrace this season last year 
properly for the first time, and, even with all the changes and temporary 
arrangements of these months of the pandemic, we need to be careful to 
observe what is, in its own way, just as important as what is happening in 
counteracting the effects of Covid-19.  
 

So, in our prayers and thought will be the challenge for the preservation of the 
planet during the course of this month. This is never far from our minds at any 
time of the year, but to have a period specifically focused on God’s Creation is as 
important as many of the other celebrations that the Church Year has created in 
former times. Where would we be without them?    
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The reason why the Creation Season ends on what seems like a random day, 4th 
October, is because that is St Francis of Assisi’s day. He has ever been linked to a 
love and appreciation of God’s world, talking with the animals and birds and 
living close to nature. We have a stained-glass window in his memory in the 
chapel. Do go and have a look at it when you are next in St Mary’s.     

        
John Mann 

 
 

Francis’ Canticle to the Sun 
 

Here it is in a well-known paraphrase and sung as a hymn: 
 

All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Bright burning sun with golden beam, 
soft shining moon with silver gleam, 

O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Swift rushing wind so wild and strong, 
white clouds that sail in Heaven along, 

O praise him, alleluia! 
New rising dawn in praise rejoice, 
you lights of evening find a voice; 

O praise him… 
 

Cool flowing water, pure and clear, 
make music for your Lord to hear, 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Fierce fire so masterful and bright 
giving to us both warmth and light, 

O praise him… 
 

Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in lowliness, 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three-in-One, 
O praise him… 
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St Nicholas Parish News 
In a rural parish like Studland 
September is normally when we 
are celebrating an abundant 
harvest. This year that is still the 
case but how we do it may be 
different. Having limited contact 
through lockdown has had both 
advantages as well as many 
disadvantages. One of the early 
advantages of the lockdown was 
being able to listen to nature. 
Devoid of the normal background 

noise of cars, planes, and boats, from the dawn chorus to dusk all you could hear 
was the birds and insects, the occasional sound of domestic or farm animals. On 
sunny days I even discovered that plants growing make a sound, a gentle rustling 
sound. I spent time watching the bees going in and out of the hive realising that 
these busy little creatures had distinct jobs to do, keeping the colony healthy, 
safe, and well fed. I marvelled at the precision with which they constructed their 
honeycomb and then reflected that the whole of creation was a marvel and full 
of precision and this was what made it so wonderful. Could it be our lives had 
become so filled with the superficial that we were in danger of losing our sense 
of wonder.  
 

Heavy Winter rain last year followed by scorching heat this Spring and Summer 
made it a difficult year for farmers and horticulturists, but they have made the 
best of it. Where some control of the elements had been possible there were 
excellent harvests. 
 

“Life is not a problem to be solved, but a reality to be experienced,” said Soren 
Kierkegaard. In so many ways the current pandemic has been a wake-up call to 
us, we have seen what is trivial and what is truly important. 
 

For St Nicholas, technology has had to be embraced but not at the expense of 
human contact. Peoples problems and joys still need to be shared, celebrated, 
and prayed for. It looks as though the current situation may continue for some 
time yet and almost certainly some of the ways we do things will change forever. 
This is the reality to be experienced that Soren Kierkegaard spoke of. One of the 
great joys of ministry is when couples whose weddings, we have conducted bring 
their new babies to show to us.  
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Here you see Abbie and Will with baby 
Ottilie. Each one-off these precious little 
lives will discover what their reality is to 
be. They will rely upon the care and 
guidance of parents and family 
throughout their early years. I always 
hope these children will come to know 
and experience God’s love for them as 
mature Christians.  
 

Harvest is a time to rejoice for what 
creation has yielded for us. God has 
provided the soil, the rain the spark of 
life in the seed that has produced what 
we now harvest. How we shall celebrate 
this annual wonder this year I do not 
know. We will have to be inventive and 
be assured we shall make sure you know 
what we will be doing to celebrate God’s 
generosity towards us! 
 

Harvests, wherever they are be it Farm 
or smallholding, the sea or our Gardens 

happen because we have cooperated with God. Our learning experience has 
involved mistakes and successes. We need to learn from that, experience, 
building on success and learning from failure. This rule is as true in the garden as 
it is in life. 
 

The past few months have been full of success and failure at so many levels, but 
just like good or poor harvests we will all have had a hand in the outcome. God, 
as ever, generously provides what we need, we need to cooperate with God, to 
seek God’s wisdom through prayer, God’s healing and the Holy Spirit to turn the 
problems into experiences we can learn from. I have always found this to be 
beneficial. One way or another we will celebrate God’s generous provision in a 
way that is meaningful and worthy, enriched by our many experiences 

 
Rev Tony Higgins (Resident Priest) 
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The President regrets that due to the current regulations 
for using premises there will not be a WI meeting for the 
rest of this year.  
The safety of all members is paramount.  
Subscriptions next year will not start until April.  
Doris is looking into a possible tea in the Autumn at Knoll 

House Hotel. This will be free for members.  
She sends her best wishes to all members. 
 
 

 
 

Isle of Purbeck Golf Club 
August was a spectacular month with more than 1800 people 
coming to take advantage of the “Eat Out to Help Out” scheme.  
Our 2 and 3 course Sunday Roasts were also a hit and will be an 
ongoing feature. 

 

Since so many guests enjoyed their evening meal at the club, we have decided to 
reintroduce Friday and Saturday evening meals, starting in September.  The 
sunsets are beautiful, the deer are out, and the food and views are exceptional. 
 

September Hours: 
 

Breakfast:                                    
10am - 12pm Daily                    

 
Lunch:  

11:30 – 4:00pm daily 
 

Bar Open Daily: 
till 6:30pm 

 

Friday & Saturday Evening Meals: 
6pm - 9 pm 

 

Sunday Lunches: 
12pm - 3pm 

 
Smart Casual Dress.  
Bookings recommended.   

Reservations on 01929 450361 option 2 
See our website for menus and more details at: 

https://www.purbeckgolf.co.uk/  
 
 

https://www.purbeckgolf.co.uk/
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Enjoy late summer evenings at The Old Harry Bar, Studland’s much-loved village 
hub. Whether you are a local, walker or holidaymaker - join us for a drink or 

delicious stone-baked pizza. All are welcome - we’re family and dog friendly too. 
 

We have health and hygiene measures in place to ensure we are fully compliant 
with Covid19 safety standards and social distancing, and we hope you’ll work 

with us to keep our staff and visitors safe whilst we focus on providing a fun and 
friendly atmosphere. 

 

Our twinkly new gazebo and increased outdoor seating provides a great new 
outside space to enjoy the last of the warm evenings. 

 

Our opening times are: 
FRIDAY 5.00pm to 11.30pm 
With MEAT RAFFLE at 9pm 

 

SATURDAY 5.00pm to 11.30pm 
With MEMBER’S DRAW at 9pm 

 

SUNDAY: 3 to 8pm 
 

FRIDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER sees the return of our ever-popular  
QUIZ NIGHT with CASH PRIZES! 

Maximum 4 in a team and places may be limited, so reserve a table in  
advance - details via the newsletter. 

 

Our collect and takeaway or eat in Pizza and Wine offer (sorry we can no longer 
offer delivery) is available through all opening times. 

 
12’ Margherita £9 

Toppings 50p: Ham, Chorizo, Onion, Mushroom, Pineapple,  
Jalapenos, sweetcorn 

 

Bottle of Wine £10, Local Beer £3 
Rose, Cotes du Rhone, Porta 6, Pinot Grigio, Chardonnay 

 

We are working on plans for more entertainment as soon as guidelines permit, 
so watch for details of future events on the regular newsletter updates, boards, 

website and Facebook page. 
 

The Old Harry Bar Committee 
www.oldharrybar.co.uk 

TripAdvisor - rated "excellent" 

http://www.oldharrybar.co.uk/
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Studland Parish Council meeting notes 
Studland Parish Council (SPC) met on Monday 17th 
August, starting at 19.30. These “notes” are intended as a 
brief summary to help inform residents. For more detail, 
please see the Minutes of the meeting on our website: 
https://www.studlandparishcouncil.org/  
 

Present at the meeting were Councillors Steve Smith, Peter Hammond, Peter 
Bowyer, and Nick Boulter, together with Tim Watton, the Clerk. Cllr Cherry 
Brooks, of Dorset Council, and Emma Wright of the National Trust, were also 
present. Cllrs Mike Ferguson and Jane Osborn had sent their apologies. 
 

Matt Etherington has resigned as a Councillor and as Chairman, as he needs to 
focus on his new business: we wish him well, and thank him for his contribution. 
Amongst other things, we will remember him for our new bins and – in the 
Spring – for the daffodils around the Green. Nick Boulter, the Vice-Chairman, 
was elected as Chairman; we will elect a new Vice Chairman at our September 
meeting. 
 

Cllr Cherry Brooks gave an update from Dorset Council. The key item affecting 
Studland was attendance by a member of the Dorset Council Highways team at a 
meeting called by the Ferry Company to discuss provision for paid parking along 
Ferry Road. Also invited to that meeting were Dorset Police and the National 
Trust. Despite Ferry Road falling within Studland, the Ferry Company has seen fit 
not to invite a representative from SPC to the meeting. Essentially the Ferry 
Company appears to be considering applying for permission to charge drivers to 
park all along Ferry Road – between the toll booths and the entrance to Knowle 
Beach. Studland councillors are totally opposed to this scheme: the Studland 
peninsula is the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and is subject to 
international protected designations. The ferry company proposal would 
represent an urbanisation or “Sandbanks-isation” of Studland. Our preference is 
for thin double yellow lines and no parking all along Ferry Road, with all parking 
channelled to the National Trust car parks. Councillors are aware of the parking 
issues along Ferry Road this summer and believe that a more holistic traffic 
management solution is required: we will be meeting with Dorset Council, our 
neighbouring Town and Parish Councils, and the NT, together with the Ferry 
Company, to discuss such a plan. 
 

Emma Wright provided a report from the National Trust. The key points here 
are: 

• The NT is looking at possible areas for wild flowers and tree planting 
around Studland, and which areas should have the grass cut or not cut. 
SPC is in discussion with the NT over this. 

• Anti-social behaviour continues around the NT Purbeck estate e.g. 
overnight parking, litter dropping, barbecues. Regretfully, NT staff have 
been verbally abused. 

https://www.studlandparishcouncil.org/
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• The NT nationally lost over £200m in revenues during the Covid 
lockdown, and now have a review called “Reset” to streamline their 
operations; the outcome of this will be known in mid-September, and 
will impact on jobs and projects. 
 

SPC had been notified of 5 planning applications – 3 for house extensions, and 2 
for tree works. We saw no objection to the two sets of proposed tree works, or 
to 2 of the house extensions; we have objected to the plans for Bay View, the 
Glebe Estate, on the grounds of size, form and mass. 
 

The Clerk confirmed that a meeting will take place with representatives of 
Dorset Highways on September 10th. This will be to propose traffic management 
actions for Studland, and to understand how – for example – greater parking 
restrictions in Studland, through traffic regulation orders, might be 
implemented. 
 

No incidents of crime have been reported in Studland – which is good news. 
 

SPC were represented at a local meeting to discuss sea Water Safety especially in 
relation to Jet Skiers in Studland. Incidents of dangerous and illegal speeding 
within the marker buoys can be reported direct to Dorset marine police and 
using phone 101. 
 

SPC agreed to pay all invoices submitted for the month. We also approved the 
report from the Internal Auditors; and approved the Annual Governance 
Statement. 
 

SPC also agreed to donate £100 to the Church for purchase of a lawnmower. We 
also agreed to fund remedial work to our website to ensure it conforms with 
Website Accessibility standards. 
 

SPC also agreed a motion objecting to proposals in a government White Paper 
that would restrict Parish Councils ability to comment on planning proposals: 
this is to be submitted to the DAPTC AGM. 
 

Future meetings: a meeting of the SPC Operations sub-Committee will take place 
on September 7th at 19.30.  
 

The next SPC will be on September 21st at 19.30. 
 

The meeting finished at 20.55. 
Nick Boulter, Chairman 
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PBCG Fundraiser for Lewis-Manning  
A local Financial Adviser and member of the 
purbeck Business and Community Group, has 
had his lockdown beard shaved off, as part of a fundraising 
challenge to raise money for Lewis-Manning Hospice Care 
charity. 
 

Ian Futcher, said the coronavirus pandemic and the 
lockdown had been an ideal time to experiment with his facial hair. 
 

Mr. Ian Futcher commented, “I’ve never grown a beard before and decided that 
lockdown would be a good time, as I couldn’t see anyone apart from my family, 
so it didn’t really matter what I looked like. Over the weeks, it’s grown to the 
point where people who’ve seen pictures say I look like David Bellamy or Tom 
Hanks in Castaway. But, with an online company conference to attend, the beard 
had to go!” 
 

After having put 12 weeks of growth to good use he has had his beard shaved 
off, by local freelance barber, Kyran Woolrych, with all money raised going to 
local charity, Lewis-Manning Hospice Care. 
 

Ian said, “My target was £500, however through the generosity of colleagues, 
family and friends and the support of members of the PBCG, and others, I was 
able to exceed my target and raise £674 by the event and more donations are 
expected to follow. I am overwhelmed 
by the generosity that everyone has 
showed. It’s such a good feeling knowing 
I’m helping local people living with life-
limiting illnesses to continue receiving 
the care and support they need.” 
 

Sharon Westman, from the PBCG would 
like to thank The Pines Hotel, Swanage 
who kindly hosted the event on 18th 
August, which was live streamed on 
Facebook. “The team at The Pines have 
always been so very supportive of the 
PBCG and we welcomed their support as 
a venue for the event.” 
 

Lewis-Manning Hospice Care exists to help the people of Purbeck, Poole and 
East Dorset with life limiting illnesses. 
Their aim is to increase peoples physical and social wellbeing; reduce isolation 
and loneliness; support people to stay in their homes longer and alleviate the 
huge pressures on family and carers.  
 

To find out more visit lewis-manning.co.uk or call 01202 708470 or contact the 
editor for a leaflet. 

 

https://lewis-manning.co.uk/
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Crossword corner – Ans P27 
Across 
8. Where the Ark of the Covenant was 
kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1) (7,6) 
9. One of the parts of the body on 
which blood and oil were put in the 
ritual cleansing from infectious skin 
diseases (Leviticus 14:14–17) (3) 
10. Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11 ‘Yet I 
have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — ’ 
(Malachi 1:3) (5)  
13. Where Paul said farewell to the 
elders of the church in Ephesus  (Acts 
20:17) (7)  
16. ‘Jesus bent down and — to write on 
the ground with his finger’ (John 8:6) (7)  

19. Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5) 
22. Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)  
24 and 2 Down. ‘Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered 
before the Lord under — the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6)  
25. There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6) 
Down 
1. Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6) 
2. See 24 Across  
3. Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated in the Soviet 
Union (8)  
4. Lo, mash (anag.) (6)  
5. The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4) 
6. ‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compassion on the child 
she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)  
7. Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)  
12. ‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of engraving, to work in 
Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3)  
14. Second city of Cyprus (8)  
15. United Nations Association (1,1,1)  
16. One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from the dead (Mark 
16:1) (6)  
17. Braved (anag.) (6)  
18. — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)  
20. ‘Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their own sight’ 
(Isaiah 5:21) (6)  
21. ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love of God’ 
(Romans 8:39) (6)  
23. What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4) 
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Something for the children… 
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Take a moment to ponder: 

 
What’s in your hand? 
 

September is usually the time when we get back to our normal routines after the 
summer break. With the current coronavirus pandemic, it’s very different this 
year! However, it is still a good time to consider how God can use us to make a 
real difference in our workplace, school, family, friends and community. He 
equips us with everything we need to make His love known.  
 

When God gave Moses the job of bringing the Israelites out of Egypt, He asked 
the question, ‘What is in your hand?’(Exodus 4:2). Moses was holding his staff, 
which represented his livelihood (what he was good at); his resources (his flock 
represented his wealth) and his security (which God was asking him to lay 
down). God asks the same question of us: What has God given you? Our gifts, 
temperament, experience, relationships, mind, education can be used in the 
work God has given us to do. How will we use them to make a difference in the 
places where He calls us to serve Him? 
 

John Ortberg, in his book It All Goes Back in the Box, speaks of Johnny, a 19-year-
old with Downs syndrome. He worked at a supermarket checkout putting 
people’s items into bags. To encourage his customers, he decided to put a 
thought for the day into the bags. Every night his dad would help him to prepare 
the slips of paper and he would put the thoughts into the bags saying, ‘I hope it 
helps you have a good day. Thanks for coming here.’ A month later the store 
manager noticed that Johnny's line at the checkout was three times longer than 
anyone else's! People wanted Johnny's thought for the day. He wasn’t just filling 
bags with groceries; he was filling lives with hope! 
 

What has God given you that will help and encourage others? 

 
Music and memory 
 

Have you ever heard a certain song or tune that immediately takes you back to 
your youth? It can be a very poignant moment. 
 

When researchers at the University of Westminster examined the choices of 80 
different guests on the BBC radio show Desert Island Discs, they found that most 
guests had chosen music which dated back to when they had been between 10 
to 30 years old.  This time span was identified as a ‘self-defining period’ in their 
lives.   
 

The research concluded: “The music we know and love between the ages of 10 
to 30 will play a significant role throughout our lives, connecting us as individuals 
to other people, places and times that become central to our identity.” 
 

What songs trigger the big memories for you? 
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Gorse – cheerful and perfumed, 
but prickly! 
 

The old saying 'Kissing is out of season when 
the gorse is not in bloom' is based on the 
fact that it is a rare time of year when a 
flower or two cannot be found. The bush 
itself, growing on heaths and moors is well-
known for its vicious spikes. This is its answer 
to the problem of producing leaves that will 
withstand wind, rain and hungry animals.  
 

The golden yellow flowers are at their 
absolute best in spring when the bushes, 
growing often to a height of seven to ten feet, seem to glow in the countryside. 
They attract bees and other pollen-seeking insects and many of us enjoy the rich 
coconut-like perfume as well as the joyful colour. The sharp foliage gives 
protection to several species of bird as they nest deep in these bulging bushes, 
and larger animals such as sheep and cows, if grazing nearby, will take advantage 
of gorse as a very effective windbreak.  
 

In the past, gorse, also known as 'furze' or 
'whin', was used as fuel as it burns very readily 
when dry. This has caused many serious 
moorland fires in recent years, but gorse is 
fortunately a resilient species and quickly 
sends up new shoots from the burnt stumps 
that remain. It is also apparently somewhat 
susceptible to frost, but will recover quickly 
with new growth.  
 

A member of the pea family, its seeds are set 
in brown, somewhat unattractive pods, which 
on a hot summer's day can be heard popping, 
or they may be provoked into doing so when 
held in a hot hand. However, what might 
surprise us even more is that in the past, in 
country districts, it was used for drying 

washing, as the thorns would allow nothing to escape, even in the strongest of 
winds! 
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What is an angel?  
Easy, people think: a shining figure with glorious 
wings, who appears from time to time to do some 
mighty work for God or bring a very special 
message from him.  
 

Well, that’s right in one sense (apart from the 
wings, which owe more to stained glass windows 
than the Bible). But the fact that not all ‘angels’ in 
the Bible are ‘glorious’ or ‘shining’ should make us 
hesitate to categorise them in this spectacular way. 
After all, the three apparently ordinary men who 
visited Abraham and Sarah to tell them that she 
would have a son even though she was long past child-bearing age had none of 
those outward embellishments. Nevertheless, Abraham recognised them as 
divine messengers. 
 

The Bible is full of angels, from the early chapters of Genesis to the last chapter 
of Revelation, and often they had a key role in crucial events. It seems, from just 
two instances, that Michael was their leader, an ’archangel’. In many stained-
glass windows, he’s seen with a sword, because in a vision in Revelation he led 
the angelic host who fought and defeated Satan and his army.  
In the Gospels, an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah in the Temple, to tell 
him that his elderly wife was to have a son, the forerunner of the Messiah, John 
the Baptist. An angel - Gabriel - appeared to Mary to tell her that she would be 
the mother of the Messiah, the Son of God.  An angel appeared ‘in a dream’ to 
Joseph, the village carpenter in Nazareth, to tell him to go ahead and marry his 
fiancée, Mary, and later - also in a dream - warned him not to go back to 
Bethlehem. A ‘young man’, whom we take to have been an angel, was sitting in 
the empty tomb on Easter morning, waiting to tell the startled women that Jesus 
wasn’t there - He had risen (Mark 16:5). 
 

Without going into every biblical reference to angels, those should be sufficient 
to show that the word covers an enormous diversity of experience. So, the Letter 
to the Hebrews speaks of those who practice hospitality as sometimes 
‘entertaining angels unawares’. Sometimes people recognised angels for who 
they were, and sometimes they didn’t. Angels, quite simply, are God’s agents or 
emissaries, messengers and ministers of His will. Sometimes they are human; 
sometimes they seem to be spiritual beings. 
 

Perhaps we could even say that anyone, in any situation, who is at that moment 
God’s ‘messenger’ to us, or serves us graciously, is an ‘angel’. So, when we say, 
‘Oh, be an angel and pop up to the chemist for my prescription’, we may be 
nearer the heart of the matter than we think! 
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Local Advertisements 
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Studland Chair-based  
Exercise 

 
Gentle but evidence-based, effective 

exercises performed to music sitting or 
standing by the chair. 

 

 
 

DAISY CHAIN FITNESS 01929 558139 

  

JT Tree & Hedge Work 
• Tree felling 
• Pruning/reductions 
• Crown lifting & thinning 
• Dead wooding 
• Hedge cutting & 

maintenance 
Fully qualified & insured 
Contact James Tillyard 

T: 01929 450 012 
M: 07950 763 694 

E-mail: 
jt@treeandhedgework.com 

 

J B, C & R HARWOOD 
Trading as L G STOCKLEY 

 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 
 

The Coal Depot – Station Road 
Corfe Castle, BH20 5EJ 

 
Tel No:  01929 450246 or 

01202 747892 
www.cgardnerandson.co.uk 

 

 The Property Professionals 

for the Isle of Purbeck 
 

 

 
 
 

41 Station Road, Swanage 

Tel: (01929) 422284    

www.corbens.co.uk 
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W F SNOOK AND SON LTD 
 

 
Installers of 

 
 

PVC-U AND ALUMINIUM 
 

WINDOWS – DOORS – PATIO DOORS 
BIFOLDING DOORS 

 
CONSERVATORIES – GARAGE DOORS 

GUTTERING 
 

‘KESTREL’ PVC – U FASCIA – SOFFIT 
 

MOULDINGS etc 
 

Tel/fax 01929 481581 
 

enquiries@wfsnookandsonltd.co.uk 
 

10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 
 

 

FENSA 13202 
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  BOURNEMOUTH – SWANAGE 
MOTOR ROAD 

AND FERRY COMPANY 
 

THE 
FLOATING 

BRIDGE 
 

TEL:  01929 450203 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 8. Kiriath Jearim 9. Toe 10. Ill 
at ease 11. Hated 13. Miletus 16. 
Started 19. Micah 22. Leviticus 24. Eli 
25. Mary and Joseph.  
DOWN: 1. Sketch 2. Priest 3. Samizdat 
4. Shalom 5. Wept 6. Breast 7. Embers 
12. Art 14. Limassol 15. UNA 16. Salome 
17. Adverb 18. Decade 20. Clever 21. 
Height 23. Tear. 
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Studland Picture Gallery… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please share your photos - email sharonywestman@gmail.com  

mailto:sharonywestman@gmail.com

